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June 2026
Dear Parents and Carers
Important: Changes to Free School Meals — Please Check Your Eligibility

We are writing to let you know about important changes to free school meals (FSM) that will take effect from
September 2026, but you must act now.

What has changed?
From September, all pupils in households on Universal Credit will qualify for free school meals.
If you receive Universal Credit, your child is now likely to qualify, even if you did not qualify before.

Important — you must apply
Free school meals are not awarded automatically.
You must complete an application and have your eligibility checked in order to receive this support.

Existing families — please read carefully
If your child currently receives free school meals:

All eligibility must be checked again before September 2026
Previous protections are ending, so some families may no longer qualify

This means it is essential that your details are up to date and your eligibility is confirmed.

Why this matters
Applying for free school meals ensures your child receives free meals at school and it helps to secure additional
funding for the school to support pupils.

What you need to do now:

e If you receive Universal Credit, please apply

e If your circumstances have changed, please check your eligibility

e Please complete your application as soon as possible to ensure meals are in place for September
e Apply here: https://fsm.lgfl.net/app/school/2917

e If you need help applying, please contact the school office

We strongly encourage all families to check, as many more children will now qualify.

Yours sincerely,

Mrs Laura Hammond
Assistant Headteacher
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