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Great schools in which to learn, teach and belong.

March 2026
Dear Parents / Carers

| hope that this letter finds you and your family well. As we approach the end of term, | would like to thank you
for your support over the Spring term and wish you and your family a Happy Easter.

Spring Term

| wanted to take a moment to reflect on the fantastic achievements and experiences which have taken place
this term. It has been a great term, filled with the school production, the school dance show, Theatre trips,
careers visit, Respect Me tour, library activities, electives, positive academic achievements and great
commitment to a variety of sporting activities. We are incredibly proud of our students and staff for their hard
work and dedication. Please see below for further details of the opportunities our students have been involved
in this past term:

School production — Matilda

Our production of Matilda was a tremendous success and a real highlight of the term. With over 90 pupils
involved, the show, led by our fabulous drama teacher, Mrs Ryan, showcased an incredible range of talent,
confidence, and teamwork. From the performers on stage to those working hard behind the scenes, every pupil
played an important role in bringing the production to life. We are extremely proud of all involved—their
enthusiasm, dedication, and hard work made it a truly memorable experience for our school community.

Dance Show - This Is Our Stage

To finish the term, we were delighted to showcase our dance production, This Is Our Stage. With over 60
students taking part from across all year groups, led by our wonderful dance teacher, Miss Shaw, the
performance was a fantastic celebration of creativity, expression, and collaboration. Each routine highlighted
the pupils’ enthusiasm, confidence, and dedication, with every performer contributing to a vibrant and
memorable show. We are incredibly proud of all the students involved for their commitment and energy in
making this such a wonderful end to the term.

Drama Trip — Blood Brothers

In February, | had the privilege of joining our GCSE Drama students on a visit to the Lyceum Theatre in Crewe to
watch a live performance of Blood Brothers. The trip was a fantastic experience, allowing students to see a
professional production and bring their classroom learning to life.

Students represented the school with pride and were fully engaged throughout the performance, gaining a
deeper understanding of characterisation, staging, and the use of music and narration. The visit provided
valuable insight to support their studies and inspired many with its powerful storytelling. Behaviour was
exemplary, and the students were a credit to the school.

Sports Success — Tameside Cup Competitions

This term has also seen fantastic success in our girls’ netball and boys’ football teams in the Tameside Cup
competitions. Our Year 7 netball team achieved an excellent 2nd place overall, while Year 8 reached the
quarter-finals. Year 9 have progressed to the semi-finals, and our Year 10/11 team have secured a place in the
final—an outstanding achievement.
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In girls’ football, our Year 7 team have also reached the final, showing great determination and teamwork.
Similarly, our boys’ football teams have performed brilliantly, with Year 7 reaching the cup final and both Year
10 and Year 11 progressing to the semi-finals.

We are incredibly proud of all our students for their commitment, sportsmanship, and success across these
competitions.

TRET Maths Battle

30 students from across TRET took part in the annual Year 8 Maths Battle, with teams from Mossley Hollins,
Droylsden Academy, and Hyde High School competing in four engaging rounds. The event began with a quick-
fire round featuring a hidden Pi Day challenge, followed by a demanding relay round requiring teamwork and
accuracy. Students then faced off in a fast-paced Algebra Duel before finishing with the high-stakes Geometry
Gauntlet buzzer round. After a closely fought competition, Hyde High School retained the trophy in 1st place,
Mossley Hollins came 2nd, and Droylsden finished 3rd, with all participants praised for their enthusiasm,
teamwork, and strong mathematical skills.

MSP activities

Activities have been full on for our primaries this term, we have battled all things Maths in our Interschool
Maths Challenge, competed against each other in a basketball tournament and took on a very challenging
subject around the legal age to vote in public elections in our debating society. For the careers fair, we invited
Year 6 students to meet some of the local employers in our community, they engaged really well and found out
about jobs they could do when they enter the world of work. All these activities give students the opportunity to
see what life is like at MHHS and to aid transition from primary education to secondary education.

Carl Zeiss Oberschule visit

We were delighted to welcome students and staff from our partner school, Carl Zeiss Oberschule in Berlin, as
part of our ongoing international exchange programme. During their visit, our students worked collaboratively
with their German peers on a range of activities, developing their cultural understanding, communication skills,
and confidence. Highlights included joint lessons, enrichment activities, and a visit to the Civic Mayor at
Dukinfield Town Hall. The visit was a fantastic success and a valuable experience for all involved, further
strengthening our international links.

Library Round Up

This term has been wonderfully busy and buzzing with activity in the library. We started by welcoming our
new Year 7 Student Librarians, who have already brought fantastic enthusiasm and energy to our space. As
the weeks unfolded, we commemorated Holocaust Memorial Day, enjoyed the storytelling magic of National
Storytelling Week, celebrated the creativity inspired by Shakespeare Week, and encouraged curiosity and
exploration during British Science Week. We also marked Children’s Mental Health Week and proudly
celebrated International Women's Day with our school community.

Students have enjoyed getting creative with colourful bookmark-making, taking part in our popular book
swap, and embracing the challenge of Read Around the World in 15 Books.

Our fundraising stationery sale was a great success, and thanks to the generous support of Read for Good,
we were delighted to add a range of fantastic new books to our shelves. World Book Day was another
standout moment—made especially memorable by a visit from former Mossley Hollins student and author
Monique Turner, now our UK Patron of Reading. Meanwhile, our Turning Pages Together initiative has
enabled us to share the joy of reading with children in hospital.
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We're delighted to share that this term the library has enjoyed an impressive 2,064 checkouts.
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Cake Sale

This term, our school community came together to support a very special cause in memory of the late Phil
Maynard. Students and staff organised a successful cake sale, raising funds towards a memorial bench to honour
his contribution and legacy within our school. The event was a wonderful example of our community spirit, with
students showing kindness, respect, and a real sense of purpose. We are incredibly proud of everyone involved
in supporting such a meaningful initiative

Respect Me Tour

Students across multiple year groups took part in the Respect Me Tour, which focused on important themes
such as self-esteem, relationships, bullying, and making positive choices. The sessions were engaging, thought-
provoking, and tailored to each year group, encouraging students to reflect on their actions and the impact they
have on others. The workshops supported our ongoing commitment to promoting respect, kindness, and
positive relationships across the school.

JD Up event

Our Year 10 students had the fantastic opportunity to attend the JD Up event at Manchester Central. This
immersive careers experience allowed students to explore a wide range of pathways within the world of work,
including retail, marketing, design, and business. Students engaged in interactive activities, heard from industry
professionals, and gained valuable insight into future career opportunities. Their enthusiasm and engagement
throughout the day were excellent, and they represented the school superbly.

Year 9 Futures Day

Year 9 students took part in our Futures Day at the Science and Industry Museum, where they explored a wide
range of careers and pathways available to them. Through engaging activities and interactions with employers
and education providers, students were encouraged to think about their future aspirations and the steps
needed to achieve them. The day was a valuable opportunity to broaden horizons and support students as they
begin to consider their Key Stage 4 options.

Year 11 GCSE Examinations

Two weeks after students return from the Easter break, the Final GCSE and BTEC examinations will begin.
Students have been invited to revision lessons taking place in school during the Easter break. All students are
welcome to attend any sessions, even if they have not been specifically invited (please let us know in advance if
you intend to attend). When not in school, we expect all students to be spending their time at home
productively.

Looking ahead, we are excited about the upcoming summer term and the opportunities it will bring, please see
below for dates of forthcoming events.

e 22" April Year 7 PGL residential trip

e 1% May Official start of the BTEC/GCSE Examinations
e 15" June Spanish trip

e 22" June Year 11 Prom

e 26" June Year 11 Leavers Breakfast

e 29" June Year 10 Futures Week
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e 6™ July Berlin and Naples trips
e 10% July End of Year trips

e 13" July Year 7 Sponsored Hike
e 14" July Summer Musical Event

Important Information: Staff Leaving and New Appointment

As is the case in every school at key times throughout the school year, staff move on to new roles and new
careers, on 30th April we will say farewell to Miss Gillespie, who has been our Assistant Headteacher/SENDCO
since 2023. We would like to thank Miss Gillespie for her contribution to our young peoples’ learning and wish
her well.

After a thorough selection process, we are pleased to announce that Miss Byrom, whom families will know from
her role as teacher of Maths, will take up the position of SENDCO for MHHS, I’'m sure you will join me in wishing
both Miss Gillespie and Miss Byrom the best of luck in their new roles.

Summer Term

School will reopen to students for the spring term on Monday 13" April 2026. All students are expected in
school by 8:40am ready to start lessons at 8:45am. Any student arriving after this time will be marked late.

We close for the summer break on Thursday 16th July 2026 and reopen on Thursday 3rd September 2026.

We hope you have a restful and enjoyable break. If you have any questions or need further information, please
do not hesitate to contact the school office.

Yours faithfully

N

Mrs A Din
Headteacher
Mossley Hollins High School
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