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Dear Parent/Carer

Christmas — End of Term

As we near the end of the Autumn Term, | want to thank you for your continued support.
The festive season is a time for joy and reflection, but we know it can also bring challenges,
whether remembering loved ones or managing financial pressures. In moments like these,
the strength of our community matters most. When we work together, we achieve great
things. Mossley Hollins High School is proud to be part of this community, and we remain
committed to supporting our students and families now and in the year ahead.

Open Evening 2025

Our annual Open Evening in September welcomed Year 5 and 6 pupils from local primary
schools, their families, and members of the community. Over 800 visitors attended, and we
were delighted by the many positive comments shared throughout the evening. Around 300
of our students volunteered their time to support staff with displays, activities, and
performances. Their friendliness, confidence, and helpfulness were widely praised, making
them a true credit to their families and to Mossley Hollins High School.

As in previous years, Year 7 remains full and oversubscribed, with a growing waiting list.
Early indications suggest that Mossley Hollins will continue to be a popular choice for
families in 2025.

Student Attendance 2024-2025

We are pleased to share some fantastic news about attendance at our school this year. Our
overall student attendance has been higher than the national average, which is a great
reflection of the commitment shown by our students and families.

Even more impressively, the proportion of students classed as persistently absent (those
missing 10% or more of the school year) was 7.3% lower than the national average — a
significant achievement for our school community. For the current year, our figures remain
strong, placing us within the top 20—-30% of schools nationally for attendance. This is
something we can all be proud of.

While we celebrate these successes, we know that excellent attendance is key to strong
progress and achievement. We will continue working together to aim even higher, ensuring
every student benefits fully from their education. Thank you for your ongoing support in
helping us maintain such positive attendance.

Students and staff have been busy during the Autumn term, see below for some of the
highlights:
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Sports

All netball and football teams have had an incredible year so far, performing strongly in both
league and cup competitions. Cross country has been a great success, with many of our
pupils achieving top 20 finishes. School sports clubs have been extremely well attended
throughout the year, showing high levels of commitment and enthusiasm from pupils. The
Year 7 basketball team won the Year 7 Cup, a fantastic achievement and a real credit to the
team.

Performing Arts

Mrs Lundburg led a fantastic Christmas musical evening, with over 70 pupils involved, a
wonderful achievement. The band have been busy all week with engagements across our
wider school community. Mrs Ryan is continuing to work extremely hard on the production
of Matilda, and we are very much looking forward to seeing this at the end of January,
tickets will be on sale form 6% January from Reception. The school band has led and
supported several performances for Remembrance Day and Christmas. Thank you to
everyone involved for their hard work and commitment.

Student Leadership & Wellbeing

Our Student Leadership Team has shown exceptional commitment this term, raising over
£2,000 for Mossley Soup, supporting our plans to further develop the school’s Wellbeing
Room and mental health provision.

Student leaders have taken an active role in promoting positive character, inclusion and
community responsibility through fundraising, peer support and leadership events.

Students have also engaged with the “No More Knives” programme, strengthening
awareness around personal safety, consequences of knife crime and making positive choices.

These initiatives strongly support our whole-school focus on character development,
wellbeing and social responsibility.

Class of 2025 Celebration Evening

We were delighted to welcome back the Class of 2025 for one final celebration of their
achievements. Over 100 families joined us for this special evening, where students collected
their official GCSE certificates and were recognised for their hard work and dedication. In
addition to subject awards for academic excellence and progress, we celebrated those who
went above and beyond with a series of special honours.

It was wonderful to hear about the exciting paths our students have taken since leaving us,
and we are incredibly proud of all they have accomplished.

Mossley Schools Partnership

We continue to work closely with our partner schools, Year 3 students visited us for our
Spanish Day, and we introduced them to the excitement of learning a new language, we
hosted the first debating session of the year, and the students passionately spoke about the
pros and cons of children having access to social media under the legal age.

B -
&m Ofsted #Z# Ambition [ ' ™
~ MreC Z Institute Nt Colege [

Schools' Partnership



TAME RIVER ¥ Ho

o W {
EDUCATIONAL & §§?@ %

xoﬁl‘-ﬁﬁoo\’
Hscys

We’ve met to discuss attendance and ensuring that the expectations across schools are

aligned as well as to discuss moderation in a few curriculum areas. All these interactions

support a smooth transition when students join us in Year 7.

Staff Training

Our team will be preparing for the new term on Monday 5th January during our INSET day.
We are prioritising strategies that make a real impact on learning. Our focus is on ‘High-
Impact Teaching’—ensuring every lesson promotes deep thinking and progress. Teachers are
using collaborative learning, effective questioning, and quick checks to keep all students on
track. We're also embedding ‘The Power of Language’ to strengthen literacy across subjects.
Staff will receive January INSET training on Active Reading and techniques to support
struggling readers, disadvantaged, and SEND students. At home, you can help by
encouraging regular reading and discussing what your child has learned—simple
conversations make a big difference.

Key events in the Spring Term

e Year 10 Life Skills Day — Tuesday 13* January

e Year 8 parents evening — 22" January

e Year 10 theatre trip — 22" January

e School production of Matilda — Monday 26%™, Tuesday 27™ and Thursday 29 January —
tickets will go on sale on 6™ January — please contact reception to purchase.

e German school exchange visit — week commencing 26" January

e Year 11 PPE2 — from Monday 2™ February

e Booster injections for Year 9 — Monday 9" February

e Spanish Trip Parent Evening — Tuesday 10™ February

e Year 9 T2 assessments- week commencing 23" February

e Year 10 T2 assessments- week commencing 2" March

e Year 8 T2 assessments- week commencing 9t March

e Year 7 T2 assessments- week commencing 16" March

We will also be sharing the timeline for the year 9 student options, early in the Spring term.

Nut-Free Environment

To help keep all our students safe, Mossley Hollins High School aims to be a nut-free
environment. We have several students with severe nut allergies, and even small traces can
pose a serious health risk. We kindly ask for your support by ensuring that any food items
brought into school, whether for packed lunches, snacks, or special events, do not contain
nuts. Your cooperation is essential in maintaining a safe and inclusive environment for
everyone. Thank you for helping us protect our students.
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New Year: Staff Leaving and New Appointments
At the end of this term, we say farewell to three members of our teaching staff: Mrs Melfi
(Business and Creative Imedia), Mr Patel (Science) and Mr Hugill (Computer Science). We
thank colleagues for their contribution to our young peoples’ learning and wish them well in
their future roles.

We welcome a new member of staff who will join us in the new term: Mrs Buckley — Deputy
Head of Faculty (Technology)/Teacher of Business, Creative Imedia and IT.

Holidays and the Spring Term

Mossley Hollins High School will close for the Christmas holiday on Friday, 19th December at
12:00 noon for Years 7-10. Year 11 students are welcome to join our annual Christmas Carol
service or leave after period 2 at 10:40am.

We reopen for the spring term on Tuesday, 6" January 2026. Please ensure students arrive
by 8:40am ready for lessons at 8:45am.

Safe Travel: If your child cycles to school, please make sure they wear a safety helmet. This is
essential for their protection.

Finally, | wish you and your family a very Happy Christmas and a wonderful New Year.
Thank you for your continued support, enjoy the festive season with loved ones.

Kind regards

(odtoe

Mrs A Din
Headteacher
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