Exceptional Achievement: Megan Lawley’s
Inspiring Success!

We are thrilled to celebrate the incredible achievement
of Megan Lawley, a current Year 11 student, who last year
sat the full GCSE Statistics examination — after
attending only two revision sessions.

Through outstanding dedication and independent
learning, Megan achieved the highest possible grade: a
Grade 9!

This remarkable accomplishment is a shining example of our school values in action:
Manners + Hard Work + Honesty = Success.

Megan’'s determination and commitment to her studies demonstrate what can be
achieved when these values are embraced.

Mr. Frost, Head of Mathematics, said:
“Megan’s achievement is nothing short of inspirational. Her ability to take ownership
of her learning and strive for excellence shows what is possible when students believe
in themselves and work hard.”

Please join us in congratulating Megan on this phenomenal success. She has set a
powerful example for all our students — proving that with resilience, self-motivation,
and the right attitude, anything is possible!
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Parent Governors Wanted!

Make a real difference in our school community

We're inviting parents to join our Governing Body as Parent Governors — a
vital role in shaping the direction and success of our school.

As a Parent Governor, you'll:
v Help set the school’s strategic vision
v Support and challenge school leadership
v Ensure accountability and high standards

v Represent the views of parents and carers

Time commitment?

Around 6—8 meetings per year, plus some reading and occasional school
visits. No prior experience needed — just enthusiasm, curiosity, and a
commitment to helping every student thrive.

Contact: GBClerk@mossleyhollins.com for further information

Join us and be part of something meaningful. Your voice matters!

School Production Matilda Rehearsals

Monday 29" September
3 — 4pm — Whole Cast

Monday 29" September
3- 4.30pm — Main Cast

Tuesday 30" September
3- 4.30pm - Main cast

Friday 3" October
2.30 - 3.30pm — Main Cast

Backstage are not required to attend rehearsals until after October half-term
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Celebrating Fairtrade Fortnight

in a Fairtrade Town!

This fortnight, Mossley School Library is proud to
join the nationwide celebration of Fairtrade
Fortnight—a time to reflect on the power of ethical
choices and how we can support communities
around the world through fair trade.

Did you know? Mossley is officially a Fairtrade
Town, and we're thrilled to honour that legacy by
encouraging our students to read, learn, and
support the Fairtrade movement.

Fairtrade Book Display

Come explore our specially curated Fairtrade
Book Display, featuring a rich selection of titles
that highlight the importance of ethical trade,
sustainability, and global citizenship.

This year’'s theme is tea, brewing a fairer future. The
library will be holding a tea party 1¥* October(fair
trade of course!) so students are invited to call in the
Fairtrade \ library for a cuppa and read a good book.
Sty Together, let’s celebrate Mossley's commitment to
Look for products fairness and sustainability. Every book borrowed,
every conversation started, and every Fairtrade
choice made helps build a better world.
Fairtrade Fortnight runs until 4™ October 2025, so
don’t miss out!

Dates For your Library Diary
October 2025

Explore and celebrate the rich impact of Black
heritage and culture. Our library will feature a special
display of books by Black authors and stories that
highlight Black history, achievements, and voices.
Come discover something powerful.

Black History Month 1st-31
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National Poetry Day 2™ October

Think poetry is boring? Think again! Celebrate with us by
checking out our newest poetry books and creating your
own blackout poem—a fun and creative way to make
poetry by blacking out words from a printed page to
reveal a hidden message or story.

Best blackout poem wins a prize!

the world CHi—

Dyslexia Awareness Week 6-12 October
This week, we shine a light on the challenges faced by

A B A B people with dyslexia and celebrate neurodiversity. Our

library offers a wide range of dyslexia-friendly books—
< D ‘ D designed with accessible fonts, layouts, and engaging
stories for all readers.

Harry Potter Book Day 9% October

Please report to the school library at 1:35 PITl on 9th

Celebrate the magical world of ‘m,,,..m,,m
Hogwarts! Join Mrs McGonagall for a

fun-packed day in the library,
featuring a digital escape room
challenge. Whether you're a Slytherin
or Hufflepuff, muggle or wizard, you're
invited. Fun guaranteed.

Ruby Leads the Way in Reading Challenge!

A huge congratulations to Ruby in Year 7, who has become the
first student in her year to earn her Bronze badge in the
Academic Reading Challenge! Her dedication and enthusiasm
for reading have truly set the standard for her peers.

With Bronze proudly in the bag, Ruby is already turning the
page toward her Silver badge — and we have no doubt she’ll
get there in no time. Her achievement is a fantastic reminder
of the power of persistence and the joy of getting lost in a
good book.

Well done, Ruby — keep up the brilliant work! Let’s see who'll
be next to join her on the Reading Challenge leaderboard...

Please sign up at the library for Harry Potter Day and Fairtrade Tea Party
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Library Fundraising Stationery Sale a Roaring Success

A massive thank you to all the students who supported our recent
library stationery sale — it was a fantastic success! Thanks to your
enthusiasm and generosity, we raised valuable funds that will go
directly toward improving our library resources and creating an even
better space for reading, studying, and relaxing. Your support truly
makes a difference. Stay tuned for updates on our next sale !

Book of the Week

Set in lvory Coast, The Bitter Side of Sweet follows brothers Amadou and
Seydou, who are forced to work on a cocoa farm under brutal conditions. Their
1 lives change when Khadija, a bold and determined girl, arrives and sparks a

%24 daring escape. Together, they fight for freedom and justice in a world that has

denied them both.

Tara Sullivan’s storytelling is heartfelt and eye-opening, revealing the hidden

cost behind everyday treats like chocolate.

This book ties in perfectly with Fairtrade Fortnight, reminding us why choosing

Fairtrade products matters. By reading stories like this, we learn how our

choices can support fairness and dignity for workers around the world.

Year 7 students have been
making impressive progress in
their Art lessons this term. They
began the project by drawing a

benchmark eye, which served as
a starting point to assess their
initial skills. Following focused
instruction on realistic drawing
techniques, students then
produced a second eye sketch,
demonstrating noticeable
improvement and increased
confidence.
As the project continues,
! students will apply these skills to
o e SR | create a realistic self-portrait,
- 8 showcasing their development
and creativity. We are incredibly
proud of their dedication and
enthusiasm—well done, Year 7!
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Safety First At Mossley Hollins

At Mossley Hollins, safety is our top priority — for every student,
staff member, and visitor. That’s why we’re proud to be a nut-free
and aerosol-free school.

No nuts. No sprays. No exceptions.

These simple rules help protect those with severe allergies and
sensitivities, making our school a safe and welcoming place for
all.

Thank you for helping us keep everyone safe!

School Transport & Safety Alert

We want to bring to your attention two important issues currently affecting our school
community:

Overcrowded School Buses : Our school bus services are experiencing significant
overcrowding, making it difficult to ensure a safe and comfortable journey for all students.
We are in discussions with the bus company to try and resolve the issue.

Driveway Congestion & Safety Concerns: There has also been a noticeable increase in
parking on the school driveway, leading to congestion and potential safety hazards. This
raises serious concerns about the risk of accidents during busy drop-off and pick-up
times.

How You Can Help

e Walk or Cycle: If your child can safely walk or cycle to school, we strongly encourage
this as a healthier and safer alternative.

e Reduce Vehicle Use: Fewer cars and bus riders will ease congestion and improve
safety for everyone.

¢ Road Safety Reminder: Please remind your children about road safety and ensure they
have the appropriate gear if cycling.

Together, we can create a safer and more efficient environment for all students.

Thank you for your continued support!
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Parent Information
RS 41 Ui

Key D ate S fo r Understanding The Teenage Brain 6 Oct 10am
A u t umn Te rm 2 O 2 5 Supporting Healthy Sleep 6 Oct 7pm

Supporting A Child With ADHD 13 Oct 10am

, Understanding Addictive Behaviour
09/10/2025 - New Year 7 Settling In
-
Evening

16/10/2025 - Year 11 Parent Partnership R 14 Oct 7pm
Evenin g Supporting Healthy Screen Use

23/10/2025 - Full Vaccinations Facing Defiance

20 Oct 10am
20 Oct 7pm
Anxiety Based School Avoidance 21 Oct 10am
Qjﬁ Understanding Anger 21 Oct 7pm

’ ‘ S FREE - Raising Self-Esteem

23 Oct 7-8pm
Anxiety Explained 27 Oct 10am

Cannabis and Ketamine Awareness 27 Oct 7pm

SPORTS & HEaLTHY
LIFESTYLEe CLUBS TERM 1

“SPORT.S-AND HEALTHY. CIFESTYLE EXTRAT] " :

DAY LUNCH TIME AFTER SCHOOL
MONDAY Year 8 Football practice — Astro (ADo) 7 Electives (ADo / JMi)

5 v

Year 7 Netball practice — Sports Hall (VDo)

TUESDAY Year 7 Football Team Practice — Astro (JMi)

Year 8 / 9 Netball practice - Sports Hall (VDo)

Year 9 Football practice — Astro (JMi)
WEDNESDAY Year 7, 8 and 9 Basketball — Sports hall (ADo)

Year 10 / 11 Exam Dance — Dance Studio (ASh)
THURSDAY Year 11 - Sports Hall - Volleyball (VDo and JMi)

g FRIDAY Year 11 - Sports Hall - Volleyball (VDo and JMi) |
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Parent Information

Learn about H ¥ Tameside
emotlons

Your Voice

On the following dates at 6.30pm until 8.30pm

- Ashton - Ashton Library
- Audenshaw - Ryecroft Hall
- Hyde - Hyde Town Hall
- Mossley - George Lawton Hall
- Denton - Tameside Wellness Centre
- Longdendale - The Hub, Longdendale
- Stalybridge - Stalybridge Civic Hall
- Droylsden - Droylsden Library
- Dukinfield - Dukinfield Town Hall

Can’t make the session?
Let us know your views online at

QR code to share
your views online

Satueiav y 27 'Seﬁﬂm ber, i’Oam- )

Monda Octo y 5

STOCKPORT

GRAMMAR SCHOOL
: Y . ) | SIXTH FORM
LAUNCHING AND WE : 3 \ Y Sixth Form Open Evening
p Tuesday 7" October 6pm
L | Book Online
Yo U o N ! Senior Open Event
¢ ) Saturday 8th November 9.30am-12pm
THE PITCH' g B8 Book Online
YEAR 8 /U113 N Individual Tours

=3 To book contact:
ContactChrison L B | admissions@stockportgrammar.co.uk
07394 452 867 for detalls.

BEVONDREADY
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Parent Information

At The National College, our WakeUp y guides P and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental health and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

\What{Parentsi&IEducators/Need to/ know/about

YOUITHIIOLENCE

L] Youth violence affects one in four children in the UK, but it doesn’t have to. When parents,
UNDERSTAND’NG carers, and educators understand the risks, they're better placed to support young

people. The right support, mentoring, therapy, and guidance can help young people
VOU'I\-\ V'OI-ENCE affected by violence to feel safe, manage conflict, and make positive choices.

/

WHY DO YOUNG PEOPLE
COMMIT SERIOUS VIOLENCE?

A recent study surveyed over 10,000 young people ? P
affected by violence, asking why serious violence i
occurs among their peers, such as an assault involving a
pon or sexual vi The most
given were due to a personal characteristic of the victim
e.g., race, religion, sexuality, gender, a gang or school
rivalry, and being provoked. While not all young people
face these issues, many lack the emotional regulation
skills needed to manage provocation.

WHAT ARE SIGNS A YOUNG
PERSON IS AT RISK?

Children and young people often express that U
ing is wrong through behaviour rather than U
words. Be alert to signs such as sudden mood changes,
y around fr P ive phone use,
unfamiliar slang, unexplained injuries, fear of school,
gg ion, goin g, or use. They may
also be associating with older peers. These behaviours

WHEN IS VIOLENCE MORE
LIKELY TO HAPPEN?

For children and young people in England and

Wales, the hours between 4 pm and 8 pm - just

after school - carry a particularly high risk for serious
violence. This can stem from conflicts that escalate
during the school day, online arguments, or simply
moving through unfamiliar areas on the way home.
Understanding this risk helps us support safer travel and
routines. Our recent report found that over one in three
young people don't feel safe in the area they live in, and
36% don't feel safe walking the streets.

U £ -

WHY MIGHT A YOUNG
PERSON CARRY A WEAPON?

Young people may carry weapons due to fear, threats,
peer pressure, or a false sense of protection. Many young
people tell us they feel unsafe and carry weapons ‘just in
case’, while others may be influenced by social media,
peers, or criminal activity. Some don’t realise it's illegal
or may believe it earns respect.

can indicate underlying issues that can lead to violence.

: s ER o EENIIT S RN
= ‘ | 9700 WHERE IS VIOLENCE MORE (je.

QLT

LIKELY TO HAPPEN? - e o

Violence often happens in certain places. Busy areas like
transport hubs carry risk simply because lots of people
gather there. Other hotspots, like places linked to drug
activity, attract those more likely to be involved in
violence. Some areas become risky due to poor
supervision, such as under-resourced public spaces.
Alarmingly, 39% said it made them more likely to carry a Understanding where violence tends to occur helps us
weapon. Online conflict can often spill into real life, with guide young people safely through their communities
serious and i tragic q 1 3 and advocate for better support and safer spaces.

LN
PTOSET T . - L\

* ONLINE INFLUENCES

Social media plays a powerful role in normalising

and escalating violence. Platforms like TikTok and
Snapchat can expose young people to harmful content,
often shaped by algorithms. Many see violent material
that distorts reality, leading to fear and desensitisation.
A recent study found 70% had seen real-world violence
online, and 80% felt less safe in their communities.

b

Advice for Parents & Educétors <

>

‘ TALKING TO CHILDREN ABOUT STAYING SAFE

ent for the S { y and physically. If a

Choose asafe 3 Young people can be searched by police or teachers if suspected of carryinga
child is upset or angry, help them settle before discussing serious topics. Listen

weapon. If found with a knife, they could face arrest and criminal proceedings. A
actively without judgement, even if what they share is difficult. Avoid interrupting conviction can result in a criminal record. Even being present during a violent assault,
and offer advice when the time feels right. If you're worried, you're not alone; support encouraging it, filming, or sharing footage can lead to prosecution. Open and honest
is available. A conversations can help children understand these risks and make safer choices.

P L o
AVOID CONFLICT & MANAGE ESCALATIONS REPORT INFORMATION

Encourage young people to consider the ‘Safe T's” - Trust instincts, Take a We all have a role in preventing violence. If a child shares concerns, you
breath, and Talk to a trusted adult. When triggered or provoked, they may react from can act. For educators, it's important to follow your school's safeguarding
their ‘survival brain’, unable to think clearly about the consequences. Taking a breath procedures. Other adults can report anonymously through Fearless or
» helps calm, and helps them access their ‘thinking brain’. Remind them that moments Crimestoppers, and speak with other parents, the school, or local police through
? pass, and seeking support from trusted adults builds resilience and safer 101 If someone is in immediate danger, always call 999. These steps help protect
» decision-making. children and the wider community.

v

Meet OQur Expert < wake p The
The Ben Kinsella Trust is a UK anti-knife crime charity educating “ ednesda® National
young people through immersive workshops, awareness « H CO"ege.

campaigns, and community resources. Visit: benkinsella.org.uk

Source: See full reference list on guide page at: https://nationaicollege.com/guides/youth-violence

X @wake_up_weds ) /wuwsthenationalcollege @wake.up.wednesday o)} @wake.upweds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 24.09.2025
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Parent Information

At The National College, our WakeUpWednesday guides empower and equip parents, carers and educators with the confidence and practical skills to be able to have informed and age-appropriate
conversations with children about online safety, mental heaith and wellbeing, and climate change. Formerly delivered by National Online Safety, these guides now address wider topics and themes.
For further guides, hints and tips, please visit nationalcollege.com.

\

What Parents & Educators Need to Know about

CONSPIRACY THEORIES

Conspiracy theories are false or misleading beliefs that explain events as secret plots, often involving powerful
groups. While once fringe, they are now more accessible through digital media, online influencers and because
of algorithmic recommendations. The DfE guidance document, ‘Keeping Children Safe in Education’ (KCSIE)
explicitly recognises conspiracy theories as potential content risks. This guide will help parents and educators
understand the risks, spot the signs, and build children’s resilience to conspiracy theories.

o] pil can lead childi and
young peopie to distrust democratic institutions
and British Values, teachers, and even their own
families and loved ones. This erosion of trust
makes young people more vulnerable to

by i them from

reliable sources of information.

ONLINE ALGORITHM _ D
TRAPS @/ h

Social media pl can often
sensationalist content. Once a child engages
with one conspiracy-themed video or post,
algorithms push more of the same, thereby

ing an echo that can sify
their beliefs.

"
) &

MENTAL HEALTH
IMPACT

P to frif piracy content,
such as global plots, vlmus or government
control, can fuel feelings of anxiety, paranoia, or
hopelessness. For some young people, it can
trigger p ged distress or g.

B

-

L
" 1 WANT TO BELIE

Y 1\ Fa| E

GATEWAV TO
EXTREMISM

Conspiracy theories can often overlap with
extremist ideologies. Narratives that blame
specific groups, such as politicians, scientists, or
particular ethnic groups, can groom children in
ways that foster hate, bigotry, and
radicalisation.

CONELICT WITH
PEERS

Belief in conspiracy theories can lead to
isolation or conflict at school. Children may
struggle with peer relationships if they express
these beliefs or become distrustful of others who
dlscgrae sometimes, confrontation can even
result in a strengthening of the belief in the
conspiracy theory.

ERODED CRITICAL ;
THINKING \_

Young people influenced by conspiracies

may reject evidence-based learning. This risks
ining their and

weakening lhelv ability to thmk critically, assess

risks, or engage in healthy debate.

Advice for Parents & Educators {}

CREATE SAFE CONVERSATIONS

Don’t mock or dismiss any questions that children ond young peopie
ask about ies. Instead, creat t-free spaces
to talk. This slrenglhens trust and makes it more Iikely they will confide in you.

PROMOTE CRITICAL THINKING

Teach young people how to assess d ge them

to ask appropriate questions, such as: Whois telling me this? What evidence

is there? What do other trusted sources say? Use real examples from current media
to explain your answers and reasoning.

Meet Qur Expert

Brendan O'Keeffe is a headteacher and digital education
consultant with over a decade of experience in education. As
Director of Digital Strategy across multiple schools and an advisor
to The National College, he specialises in digital safety, PREVENT,
and pastoral care.

Source: See full re list on'guide page at: https://nationalcollege.com/gui 'conspiracyzth

X @wake_up_weds n /wuw.thenationalcollege

h“
MONITOR DIGITAL BEHAVIOUR m
"

Be aware of the content chil are suchas
TikTok, YouTube, or Reddit. Use parental connots. bu( mort umporlumly, maintain
ongoing dialogue about online experiences and influencers.

REINFORCE RELIABLE SOURCES

Point children toward trustworthy and reliable sources of news and
information in a variety of formats tailored to the young person’s age.
Build habits of verifying facts using reliable sources, and teach them
how to spot misleading content.

National
College’ g

@wake.up.wednesday Cr @wake.up.weds

Users of this guide do so at their own discretion. No liability is entered into. Current as of the date of release: 10.09.2025
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