February 2025

Dear Parent / Carer
Spring Term 1

As we reach the end of another term, | would like to take this opportunity to reflect on the achievements and
events that have taken place over the past few weeks. It has been a busy and productive half term, and we are
proud of the progress our students have made.

Highlights this term

Sporting
The PE department have had a great half term with teams representing Mossley Hollins across boys and girls

football and girls netball. The Year 8 netball match was a success against Copley Academy producing an
outstanding performance and winning 28-1. The Year 7 team are smashing their games with the last game
winning 12-0. The football teams are continuing to deliver excellent performances, with the teams developing
their resilience and skills in every match.

School production

The Addams Family, was this year’s production and our students wowed audiences over 3 sold out
performances. The students had an amazing time and the success of this production is a testament to the hard
work and passion of the students, as well as the support and guidance from their dedicated teachers and staff.

Visitors from German school

We were delighted to welcome 20 students and two members of staff from our partner school, Carl Zeiss
Oberschule in Berlin, as part of our ongoing exchange programme. This visit provided a fantastic opportunity for
our students to build friendships, develop their language skills, and gain insight into different cultures.

Exams

We are very proud of the way our year 11 students have conducted themselves over the past two weeks in their
final set of Pre-Public Examinations. Staff are looking forward to feeding back their results after the break. The
feedback they receive will guide their revision for the final 2 months before the GCSE commence in May.

Years 7-10 will sit their T2 assessments in the second half of this term, starting with year 9 the first week back.
All students should have received clear instructions on what and how to revise, please check the year 9 Teams
page for further information from Science and Maths.

Assemblies

As we reach the end of term, we would like to reflect on the important themes covered in our assemblies over
the past few weeks. Our students have engaged in meaningful discussions on a range of topics, including
Holocaust Memorial Day, where we explored the importance of remembrance and resilience, and mental health
awareness, with support from WhysUp, highlighting the significance of wellbeing and seeking help when
needed. We have also reinforced our core values through assemblies on respect, responsibility, and making
positive choices. We are incredibly proud of how our students have embraced these themes and demonstrated
thoughtful reflection.

Life Skills
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This term, students have explored a range of important topics in their Life Skills lessons, hel hen)/deve
essential knowledge and personal growth. Year 7 have focused on health, diversity, and financ Slﬁiao
making, while Year 8 have explored issues such as drugs and alcohol, emotional well-being, and digital literacy.
Year 9 have tackled peer influence, goal setting, and employability skills, preparing them for future challenges.
In Year 10, students have examined extremism, mental health, and managing risk, while Year 11 have been
supported with college applications, self-esteem, and planning for their future. These lessons are vital in
preparing our students for life beyond the classroom, equipping them with the skills to make informed and
responsible decisions.

Library activities

The new student librarians are settling well into their new roles. The library has celebrated and focused on many
different events this term including Chinese New Year and the 80" anniversary of Holocaust Memorial Day. On a
weekly basis students report on their book of the week and encourage students to use the library having
launched the Super Sleuth Murdle Club and the You Choose Book Club. The library is a well-used resource in our
school and growing each term.

Explore event
Tameside College hosted an unforgettable event that left students buzzing with excitement and new

possibilities for their futures. The highly anticipated Explore event welcomed pupils from Years 7-11 to
participate in a range of interactive activities designed to inspire and inform them about potential career paths.

Up and coming events

As we look ahead to the next term, we have several exciting events planned. Please mark your calendars for any
parents evenings and trip dates. We look forward to your continued support and participation

Year 7 parents evenings and reports — Thursday 27" February, please make sure you book onto the slots
available once the information comes through the MCAS communication app

Start of our options process for year 9

The Year 9 options process is due to begin during the next half term. Parents will receive a letter that outlines
the process and its timeline. An introductory assembly will also be delivered to the year 9 learners to explain the
available pathways and the subject options. We would encourage the pupils to start thinking about which
subjects interest them the most, what they enjoy and what their aspirations are for the future.

JD Up event
On Thursday 27" February we have been offered an opportunity for all of year 10 to attend a fully immersive

careers event with the JD Foundation at Manchester Central. Pupils will gain an understanding of the career and
labour market, have encounters with further and higher education providers and employers and employees.
There will also be an apprenticeship team there on the day to talk about further education opportunities in the
workplace. This is a fantastic opportunity that is designed to inspire and educate young people on the roles that
the JD group has to offer. It will allow pupils to develop the knowledge, understanding, confidence and skills
they need to make informed choices along their career journey.

Parent partnership evening for PGL trip
A Parent Partnership Evening has been arranged for Thursday 6" March for parents to receive more detailed
information about this trip including the exciting activities the students will be taking part in
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Year 11 Life Skills Day
The following topics will be covered during Y11 Life Skills Day on the 25" Feb.
Branching Out (Drug and Alcohol Services)
Kerry Wolstenholme (Contraception)
Financial Literacy (tax, pensions etc)
Misogyny and the Manosphere
- Critical Race Theory
If you have any concerns about your child’s inclusion in these events, please contact to me so we can make
necessary arrangements.

Year 11 University Academy 92 trip

Students will have the unique opportunity to utilize advanced fitness testing equipment, such as VO2 Max
analysers and force plates, which are not available at our school. They will engage in targeted revision sessions
covering Component 1 (Body Systems and Fitness), with a special focus on levers, planes, and axes.

This experience will not only enhance their understanding of key academic concepts but also provide a glimpse
into university life and potential careers in sports, exercise, and nutrition.

World Book Day

We are excited to announce that in celebration of World Book Day, our school will be hosting a Book Market on
Thursday 6th March. This event is similar to a book swap and aims to encourage our students to share their love
of reading with one another. To make this event a success, we kindly ask each student to bring in a donation of
at least one book. However, we welcome as many donations as possible to ensure a wide variety of books for
everyone to enjoy. The books can be of any genre, suitable for secondary school students, and in good
condition.

Year 9 Photos
On 6™ March, Year 9 students will have their school photos taken.

Mossley and Carrbrook School’s Partnership Activities (MCSP)

As part of our collaboration with our local primary schools through the MCSP we have several exciting
opportunities. Some of our Year 7 students will be attending a performance of a play by William Shakespeare.
The Young Shakespeare Company will be in school on Tuesday 11th March to perform ‘Hamlet’.

Year 5 & 6 students will be joining us to play a tournament of Dodgeball and finally the ever-exciting Maths
Challenge where budding mathematicians join us test their knowledge and share their mathematic talents

Respect Me Tour

Respect Me will be visiting our school next term and will be delivering PSHE sessions to all year groups helping
students identify and build healthy, fulfilling and safe relationships of all kinds and build confidence, self-esteem
and resilience to life’s changes

TRET Consultation

The consultation process is still ongoing as we move forward towards academisation. There is still time to
review the document on our website and ask any questions as appropriate
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school community, and how you can share your views. TRETconsultation@mossleyhollins.com

https://www.mossleyhollins.com/tret-consultation/

Spring Term 2

School will reopen to students for the spring term on Monday 24" February 2025. All students are expected in
school by 8:40am ready to start lessons at 8:45am. Any student arriving after this time will be marked late.

We close for the Easter break on Friday 4" April 2025 and reopen after the Easter Bank Holiday on Tuesday 22™
April 2025.
| would like to wish you all a happy and relaxing half term.

Yours faithfully

N

Mrs A Din
Headteacher
Mossley Hollins High School
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