
Religious Studies – Philosophy and Ethics
Theme 1 - Relationships

Key Sources of Authority

• Importance of respecting parents - from the Ten Commandments

• You shall not commit adultery - from the Ten Commandments

• Marriage is God’s intention. – Jesus’s teachings in Mark 10 

• Teachings of Pope Francis

• The Wedding vows

• Remarriage (except in cases of sexual immorality) considered as 
adultery - Matthew 19

Key Concepts
Adultery Married person choosing to have sex 

with someone else.
Contraception Methods to prevent a woman 

becoming pregnant.

Divorce Legal ending of a marriage. Gender Equality All genders have the same rights.

Cohabitation Living together without being married 
or in a civil partnership.

Responsibiities Actions or duties you are expected to 
carry out.

Commitment Making and keeping a promise. Roles The position of a person e.g. teacher.

• Christian beliefs, attitudes and teachings 
about: 
 
Families, Roles of women, marriage, 
cohabitation, adultery, divorce and 
remarriage

Key Connections

Each area of study will connect with other areas in Component 1 
and Component 2 (Christianity). 
Consider how…

• the purpose of marriage relates to sexual relationships 
(Component 1)

• Divorce and remarriage relate to beliefs about sacraments 
(Component 2).

Families and the roles of men and 
women

Families are very important in Christianity. Pope Francis 
described the family as ‘the essential cell of society.’ Through the 
family values are learnt, faith is developed e.g. through family 
prayer and festivals are celebrated e.g. Easter. There are rites of 
passage e.g. baptisms, weddings, and funerals which include 
all family members. Men and women are expected to play equal 
roles in the family but those roles might be different. Children 
are expected to respect parents as in the Ten Commandments.

Nature and purpose of marriage

Marriage outside the religious 
tradition and cohabitation

Marriage is considered as God’s intention and the basis of 
family life. Many Christians consider it a sacrament. The wedding 
vows taken show a commitment (‘till death us do part’) and 
responsibilities (in sickness and in health) to each partner. 
More people are now marrying partners from a different or no 
faith background. This results in decisions regarding worship; 
religious upbringing of children, rites of passage, different 
beliefs e.g. about contraception. As sexual relationships are 
considered sacred some Christian denominations e.g. Catholics 
do not accept cohabitation believing it devalues sex.

Adultery, divorce and remarriage As many Christians believe marriage is a sacrament adultery 
is wrong and breaks one of the Ten Commandments and the 
wedding vows. There are different views amongst Christians 
about divorce. For some divorce is accepted but seen as a last 
resort. Some Christians believe that as marriage is a sacrament 
it cannot be broken and therefore remarriage is not possible. 
In the Catholic Church it is possible to apply for an annulment 
if certain conditions have been met which makes the marriage 
void.

Exam Practice

Describe ways in which families are important in a  
faith community.        (5)

Sex outside marriage is always wrong. Discuss this statement 
showing that you have considered more than one point of view 
(you must refer to religion and belief in your answer).  (15)


