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Question ‘d’
[bookmark: _GoBack]Question d is worth the most marks in every paper. It is worthwhile creating a table of brief arguments for and against the statement as a plan before you begin your answer. It will ask you to discuss and make a judgement on a particular statement. Make a point, use evidence from a source of authority, explain what this evidence suggests and how it links to the statement. The best answers of‘d’ questions will use evaluative language and will comment on how convincing each argument is. You should use evaluative sentence starters such as;
One line of argument is …
This is further supported by…
This is a convincing/strong/weak/limited argument because…
However….
On the other hand…
Moreover…
The most convincing argument is… because…
KISSJO is a useful checklist when answering a ‘d’ question.


Useful tips from Eduqas
· ‘a’ questions will only ever relate to the eight concepts given for that topic
· ‘b’ questions will always be ‘describe’ questions
· ‘c’ questions in Paper 1 will always ask for two religious views 
· ‘d’ questions will assess your analysis and evaluation skills. No other question will require you to analyse a topic.
· ‘d’ questions must show that you have reached a judgement about the statement and not just give two opposing points.
· Only question 2d of Paper 1 demands a non-religious view. You may however use non-religious views in other ‘d’ answers if you think it is appropriate.
· Sources of authority include people of importance as well as sacred texts and holy books.
· Sources of authority do not have to be a quote if there is not an appropriate quote to use. Instead, you might write ‘Jesus taught compassion, therefore Christians would believe that …’
· Referring to a specific passage when giving a quote is not necessary and will not gain extra marks. Eg saying, “In John 1:14 it says…”
· Religious literacy will gain credit – use specialist language throughout every question, not just in the ‘a’ Questions.
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Part b Five Marks
5 minutes

Parta 2marks  yo, il be asked to

2 minutes describe something that
You willbe asked to reigious people do or
define akey term.  believe,

Try toinclude two bits  You should aim to give 5
of information n your  pieces of relevant

defintion or usean  information.

oxample. You should include key.
terms
Donot explainin this
question

Part C8 marks

8 minutes

You will e asked to explain religious beliefs or why
something is important to religious people.

Keyterms and sources of authoriy are important. You
should aso aim to show how people put thei beliefs
into action. At the start of each paragraph ik back to
the question - using words from the question

On the themes papers you need o give 3 view from
two different religions or denominations. For each
denomination or relgion you will gve two points-
each backed up with sources of wisdom.

On the religions papers you ned to give a detaled
explanation from one religion ~ however you can refer
todifferent denominations.

Answering GCSE Questions

K = knowledge and understanding
I = influence of beliefs
S = sources of authority

S = specialist language

J = judgement
O = other views

Part D 15 marks.

15 minutes

You wil b given astatement to discus
You need to gve supported argumens
and reach Judgements on how
convincing the evidence s that you
present. You should use kay erms and
sources of authority.

Each view on the statement that you
v should be backed by evidence. Yo
should then challenge the view, again
using evidence.

fyou have ot evaluated throughost,
Vou must add a conclusion in which you
say which view is the most convincing
using words from the original
statement. This should be supported
with evidence.

For the Lfe and death topic you must
give anon religious view.

Evaluation sent
The key ssue here is.

On the other hand.

Thisis s/not convincing because.
A counter argumen to this

Akey strength / weakness
Atternatively

This argument s effective/
inffective because.
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