
Methods of improving food security in ACs e.g. UK

LOCAL NATIONAL 

PAST: Intensifica on of farming ‐ uses a lot of machinery and chemicals t o increase crop 

produc on. Chemicals are bad for the environment and health. Using mono‐culture (single 
crops) reduces biodiversity. Fer lisers are a GHG contributor. Does produce large quan es 
of cheap food. 

 This happened in the UK between 1940 and 1980. increased produc on by developing 
higher yield crops.  In 1940 UK imported 70% of its food, in 1980 it was 20% 

 Developed monocultures (growing only one crop) and used irriga on and mechanisa‐
on to increase produc vity 

 EVALUATION : monoculture meant  diseases destroyed crops leading to environmen‐
tal damage and reduce biodiversity and soil fer lity. 

 EFFECTIVENESS: very. Has increased security, people suffered less a er the war.  

PRESENT: Hydrophonics ‐ way of increasing food security without damaging the 
environment. Food stuff e.g. salad can be grown all year round reducing reliance on 
imports. Less likelihood of shortages and increases security. Can use areas such as 
disused tunnels etc. and use recycled water and use natural predators. It is expen‐
sive and require large amounts of energy to power greenhouses. 

 Many WW2 bunkers /tunnels in the UK been converted for hydroponics to 
grow plants that are stacked underground.  

 EVALUATION: Food here can be grown all year round reducing reliance on 
imports. Its environmentally sustainable. But expensive to produce so it is 
more expensive.   

 EFFECTIVENSS:  quite effec ve, doesn't provide enough food on a large 
enough and cost‐effec ve enough scale.  

Food Banks  ‐  Although food availability in UK is high, about 5 million peo‐
ple don’t have enough food. Food Banks  receive donated food from indi‐
viduals and/or companies. 3 days worth of nutri ous food given out.  They 
reduce hunger  and improve diets/health. Food banks also provide educa‐

on and training e.g. Tameside Food Bank. 

Tameside East Food bank: 

 Opened in 2012 

 Overseen by the Trussle Trust. They have 400 food banks in the UK 

 1 in 3 people given food is a child.  

 Over 4000 people went between April 2016 and March 2017 

 Set up in schools, churches .  Need a voucher to gain access. 

There are lots of ways to increase 
food  

produc on and  

therefore achieve food security. 

Small‐scale food produc on is an  

alterna ve to large‐scale  

agriculture. It relies on individuals 
and communi es rather than  

governments or large organisa ons. 

Posi ves  Nega ves  

Help reduce hunger in the short term 

Reduces waste as ships donate unwanted 
food 

Some food banks give cooking and budg-
e ng lessons 

They don’t solve the underlying issue of not 
having enough money for food—it is only a 
temporary solu on 

A lot of the food is processes so may not be 
the healthiest 

Difficult to store fresh food so people miss 
out on nutrients 



 

 

 
Local and na onal  (past and present) food security a empts:  
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