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Mossley Hollins High School 
Our Newsflash (10) 

Friday 18th November 
   

OUR TOP STORIES THIS WEEK 
 

 

Remembrance Day Service: A Letter from Mrs Din 
 
On Friday, 11th November, I was humbled by the incredible respect that every student showed in memory of members 

of our armed services who have laid down their lives to safeguard our futures.  

 

As a school, we paid homage to the victims of war, especially our own former student Corporal Joey Etchells who died 

whilst serving with the Royal Regiment of Fusiliers in Helmand Province, Afghanistan, in 2009.   This year was so very 

special as Joey’s sister, Jenny, joined us to lay a wreath in his memory.  

 

As has become custom, we were joined by colleagues from Greater Manchester Police and members of our Governing 

Body. Thank you to our ex-mayor of Mossley and ex-governor Chris Lyness for her reading and to Mr Duncan, Executive 

Headteacher for his touching tribute to Joey.  

 

During the service, students representing Army, Sea and Air Cadets, were joined by members of the scouts and guides 

to parade to Joey’s memorial tree where they placed their poppy wreath alongside the tributes of each year group 

and those of our guests. Mr Emmanuel lead the musicians in a flawless rendition of the Last Post, our signal to observe, 

together, the two minutes silence. Not a sound could be heard from everyone assembled as they paid their own silent 

tribute.  

 

As part of our Trust’s Power of Language Strategy, we take advantage of significant events in the year to develop our 

student readers, with a focus on accuracy, fluency and building confidence in reading.  We call this Part 4:  The 

Prolonged Promotion of Reading.  In our beautifully well-observed Armistice Service on Friday morning we had 5 

students who read wonderfully from a range of fiction, poetry and factual passages in front of over 1000 students, 

staff and guests, including our special guest, Jenny, the sister of Corporal Joseph Etchells.  Thank you to our readers 

and to Mr Wells, our Assistant Headteacher who organised the service, to Mrs Milburn our senior leader for her 

work with the head students and Mrs Doodson (Leader of the Tame River Trust’s Power of Language Literacy 

Strategy at our school). 
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It was a tremendously humbling moment and I could not be prouder of all our students and the way in which they 

conducted themselves throughout the service. 

 

Mrs Andrea Din 

Headteacher 

 

A special thank you goes to the following students who delivered readings for our service: 

• Isaac Holloway (Year 7) who read In Flanders Fields by John Macrae 

• Dougie Sedgwick (Year 8) who read The Soldier by Rupert Brooke 

• Summer Dawson (Year 9) who read A Poem for My Brother 

• Lewis Broadbent (Year 10) who read Drummer Hodge by Thomas Hardy  

• Millie Slingsby (Year 11) who read Poppies by Jane Weir 

We would also like to recognise our cadets and scouts who marched with poise and respect during the service: 

Phoebe Whitbread    Lexi Rogers    Millie-Ann Bainbridge          

Ewan Potter     Charlotte Thomas   Madison Delaney             

Max Buckley     Michael Scard    Riley Halpin                     

 

Read for Remembrance Day 

Books are a fantastic way to learn about the significance of historical events. Here are some brilliant, thought-
provoking books that have been hand-picked to get our children at Mossley Hollins reading for Remembrance Day. 
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Year 10 Life Skills Day Monday 14th November 

On Monday 14th November, our year 10 pupils 

participated in their Life Skills Day that covered the 

following sessions: 

• Is this Sexual Harassment? (facilitated by 

Tough Cookies)  

• Safe Sexual Relationships 

• The Impact of Drugs and Alcohol on 

Sexual Behaviour  

• The Physical and Psychological impact of 

Substance Abuse (facilitated by 

Branching Out) 

• Managing Unwanted Attention 

• LGBT+ Awareness (facilitated by Proud 

Trust) 

We welcomed some expert external providers as 

well as utilising the expertise of our very own 

Mossley Hollins’ teachers for this event. We really 

hope the students found the sessions engaging, 

informative and valuable – we will be seeking their 

feedback on the sessions shortly. 

If you have any questions about our Life Skills or 

pastoral programme, please contact Co-Ordinator of 

Life Skills, Ms O’Donnell at 

m.o’donnell@mossleyhollins.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Spanish Christmas Card Competition 

The MFL department are inviting you to design a card which shows the Christmas traditions of 

another country, for a chance to win a £5 voucher! 

Entries are to be submitted in Spanish. 

Each card should be no larger than a sheet of A4 paper and must be completed by hand, but any 

form of materials can be used – felt tips, paint, fabric etc. 

Judges will be looking for originality of illustration as well as accuracy of language and content. 

Each entry must be clearly marked on the back with your name, tutor group and Spanish 

teacher’s name. You must hand them in to your Spanish teacher in the MFL building by 12th 

December. 

Please note: entries containing English language will not be accepted.  

mailto:m.o'donnell@mossleyhollins.com
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OUTSTANDING SPORTS NEWS 
 

Year 7 Boys Football 

On Tuesday, the Year 7 football team played in their 

second game of the season against Laurus Ryecroft.  

They scored an outstanding goal from a corner to 

make it 1-0, with Ryan Kirby scoring the header. 

Unfortunately, they went on to lose the game 2-1.  

We wish the team the best of luck in their next game. 

Congratulations to: Luke Whittington, Oli Waterhouse, Zak Needham, Luke Hewitt, Nico O-Edwards, Kai 
Holden, Ryan Kirby, Jayden Morgan, Jamie Ell, Toby Beedham, James Russell, Jack Riley, Ollie Lord, Harry 
Rudol and Rowan Dewsnap. 
 

Year 10/11 Netball team 

On Tuesday, the Year 10/11 girls football team 

played in the Tameside Netball final. 

They played three games on the evening and 

managed to win the games against Fairfield and 

Denton and draw against St Thomas More.  

The girls finished in 3rd place overall, which is an 

outstanding achievement that they should be 

very proud of. 

Congratulations and well done to: Ella Whitwam, Megan Hill, Millie Wright, Amy Starkey, Chloe Hibbert, 

Maddie Crosby, Amelia Gray and Maisie Riley. 

 

Dance Leadership Award  

Amelia Waterhouse (year 9) has led 6 after school Dance sessions with 

Year 7 and 8 which has awarded her a ‘Dance Leader’ certificate and 

badge which she can wear with pride.  

Well done Amelia! 

 

Dance Trip 

Our dancers in year 9 and year 10 Dancers visited the Palace Theatre in 
Manchester on Wednesday to see the critically acclaimed production of  
The Lion King.  

As part of their BTEC Dance, our year 10 dance students are currently studying The Lion King. Our students loved 
seeing the show, which enabled them to discuss the choreography, lighting, set and costumes that they observed 
from the live performance.  
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For more stories and updates, please see our News page on our website. You can also follow us on Twitter @MossleyHollins. 

 

OUR GCSE COUNTDOWN 

 
 

WHY USE GCSEPOD? 

What is it?  

• One website, 3 apps and over 6000 
Pods. 

• Content produced specifically for 
mobile devices, tablets and PCs.  

• Designed to squeeze exactly the 
right knowledge needed for exam 
success into short 3-5 minute 
chunks. 

• Helps with learning, homework and 
revision.  

• For years 10 and 11 only. 
 

It will help your child get organised. 

Your child can create personal playlists 

to listen to in the run-up to an exam, to 

help with homework or on the go to 

help consolidate learning. The viewing 

history feature enables your child to 

return to Pods they found useful. 

There’s also a ‘Favourites’ playlist, 

which enables them to easily return to 

Pods on areas they may be finding 

difficult. Premade exam specific 

playlists, available in the ‘My Courses’ 

area are neatly organised meaning your 

child can manage revision quickly and easily whilst prioritising their time. 
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DATES FOR YOUR DIARY  
(Please see our website for further details) 

 

Friday 25th November  School Closed 

Week of 28th November  Year 7 Test 1s in class 

Week of 5th December  Year 8 Test 1s in class 

Thursday 8th December  Year 11 Parents Evening (6pm-9pm) 

Week of 12th December  Year 9 Tests 1s in class 

Wednesday 14th December  School Christmas Lunch 

Friday 16th December  Christmas Carol Service and End of Term  

 

UPDATED TERM DATES 2022-23 
 
In light of the announcement of His Majesty’s coronation on Saturday 6 May 2023, an additional bank holiday has 

been announced on Monday 8 May. School will therefore be closed on this day.  The HPV 2 Vaccinations which were 

scheduled for this date will be rearranged.  The new date for these will be communicated when they have been 

confirmed.  

OUR REMINDERS AND MESSAGES 
 
Our Uniform  

Thank you for presenting a high standard of personal appearance (see student planner for details of the uniform and 

PE uniform required, shoes, bag-type, hairstyles, no make-up, no jewellery and no nail-varnish). There are no 

exceptions. We are counting on full parental and carer support.  Our uniform can be sourced from Simply Schoolwear 

or Top Marks. We wear formal black footwear, only.  We do not wear trainers or sports’ manufactured shoes, canvas 

pumps, and our shoes must be below the ankle.  That way, we all look very smart and begin to represent our family 

and community-school so well. Students who arrive to school without the correct footwear will be provided with a 

pair of shoes from our school stock.  

Your Equipment  

School Planner; Pencil Case (with at least the 2Ps – pen/pencil – and 2Rs – ruler/rubber); DEAR-reading book; Lesson 

Books, Folders and Equipment for the day; PE-kit on PE day).  It really is the minimum expectation of good or great 

learners and members of our Team. 

Pastoral Check-ins 

Over the next few weeks our pastoral team and senior leaders will be conducting checks and searches for any 

banned items that have been brought into school. Please ensure that you speak to your son/daughter about such 

items and make it clear that they should just have their planner, books, other essential equipment for school, lunch 

and a drink with them. 

Redgrave college NUHOPEs 

Please be aware that if a year 7 student receives a NUHOPE on Friday Period 6 or Monday, it will be sat on Tuesday. 

Students that have Nurture after school on Tuesday will sit Wednesday and any received on Thursday sat on Friday. 

Life Skills in form Time 

Life skills is now taught in the curriculum in Religion and World Views, Drama and Computing lessons. We feel that 
students will benefit even more having a second opportunity to cover the content of our life skills curriculum by 
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re-introducing it to form time as well. Therefore, we will be teaching life skills in form time, alongside its place in the 
curriculum, to ensure our students continue to remain safe, healthy and prepared for life’s opportunities. These are 
the revised days that each year group will deliver the session in Form Time: 
 
 

Redgrave 
 (year 7) 

Faraday  
(year 8) 

Bronte 
 (year 9) 

Nightingale  
(year 10) 

Turing  
(year 11) 

 
Tuesday 

 
Friday 

 
Thursday 

 
Friday 

 
Wednesday 

 

The timetable below shows the theme for Autumn 2 and the topic for next week (week 2): 

Year Group Theme Week Two Topic 

Year 7 Step into the NHS Job Description Entry 

Year 8 Online Safety Trolling 

Year 9 Gangs and anti-social behaviour Gang Involvement 

Year 10 Reflecting on Life Skills Day Evaluating Life Skills Day Learning 

Year 11 Planning for Life after Mossley Hollins How you make yourself stand out from 
the crowd? 

 

If you currently have a child in year 11, you may find this website useful for discussing options going forward: 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16 

If you have any queries regarding our Life Skills curriculum or our Pastoral Programme please contact Ms M 

O’Donnell at m.o'donnell@mossleyhollins.com 

 

Two-week timetable 

The week commencing Monday 21st November will be blue week (Week 2). Please ensure you bring in the correct 
equipment and homework for your blue week (week 2) lessons.  
 
Homework 

We would like to remind parents that students use their homework planners to record their homework. Please support 
your child at home by reminding your child about completing their homework for the due date.  

Setting routines are recommended to help children adopt these strategies for themselves and so does not stop the 
development of independence but instead helps it. Support at all levels can be helpful in the beginning:  

• Creating a homework schedule to be displayed somewhere obvious (e.g. on the fridge) and added to as tasks 
are set. 

• Sitting together and discussing the tasks that have been set and how your child will complete them. 

https://nationalcareers.service.gov.uk/careers-advice/career-choices-at-16
mailto:m.o'donnell@mossleyhollins.com
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• Reminding your child about presentation skills. 

• Encouraging your child to ask questions to their teacher if they are finding the work challenging. 

 
We will also be offering homework clubs in different faculty areas to provide support for your child. 

Mental Health and Wellbeing 

The safety and wellbeing of our students is our highest priority. We offer a number of support streams for our 
students to reach out to if they ever feel anxious, overwhelmed, stressed, worried or lonely. All the details of our 
Mental Health and Wellbeing support streams can be found under the student tab of our website: 
www.mossleyhollins.com/students/mental-health-and-well-being/  

We have also signposted other support services, which are available to young people outside of school, at the end of 
this edition of the newsflash.  
 

NATIONAL ONLINE SAFETY 

At Mossley Hollins High School, we are fully committed to the safeguarding of the young people in our care 

and believe it is important everyone takes an active role in ensuring students are safe online. 

We would like to welcome parents to join National Online Safety by following the link below: 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/mossley-hollins-high-school  

Once you have registered, you will have access to a multitude of resources to help keep your child safe online  

We would especially like to recommend the Online Safety Course for Parents and Carers, which can be 

accessed by following the links below: 

 

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/course/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14  

https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/course/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18  

 

http://www.mossleyhollins.com/students/mental-health-and-well-being/
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/enrol/mossley-hollins-high-school
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/course/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-11-14
https://nationalonlinesafety.com/hub/view/course/os-for-parents-carers-of-children-aged-14-18
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Our serious concerns about Vaping 
We have serious concerns regarding students vaping (using electronic cigarettes). Students have been observed in 

school uniform smoking/vaping near to our school grounds or on public transport. 

Vaping is prohibited at all public transport stops and stations in Tameside and on transport to and from school. Any 

student found vaping will be in serious trouble at school and their parents/carers will be notified. 

 

Health risks associated with Electronic cigarettes (E-cigarettes)  

• Can contain high levels of nicotine. Adolescence is a critical period for brain development and exposure 
to nicotine can have long-term health consequences, impacting memory, attention and learning. 

• E-cigarettes (Vapes) are often available in different flavours which can be appealing to young people 
and may expose them to chemicals and toxins such as formaldehyde, heavy metals, particulate matter 
and flavouring chemicals, at levels that have the potential to cause adverse health effects. 

• Sometimes vapes are disguised as USB’s, pens and cosmetics. 

E-Safety: Protect yourself on the Internet: remember the GOLDen rules. 

 
Ground rules  

1. Keep information private – think, 
would I tell this to a stranger? 

2. Agree rules about meeting online 
‘friends’ in real life 

3. If it’s not acceptable in real life it 
shouldn’t be acceptable online 

Online safety 

1. Use anti-virus and monitoring 

systems 

2. Know where to get advice – see 

below 

3. Activate security and privacy 

settings 

Location 

1. Internet access should be in a 

family room, rather than a bedroom 

2. Know that Internet access can be 

gained by the use of other devices; 

such as gaming consoles, mobile 

phones or the neighbour’s wireless 

internet connection 

Dialogue 

1. Talk to your parents about your 

internet use 

2. Talk to your parents if you have a 

problem or feel uncomfortable 
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• Second-hand smoke exposure can cause disease and premature death in children and adults who do 
not smoke. Specifically, children exposed to second-hand smoke experience a range of upper and lower 
respiratory illnesses and symptoms such as colds and flu, cough, phlegm production, wheezing and 
pneumonia. 

Your support 

There are ways you can help protect your children and support our school community. These include: 

• Talking to students about why smoking/vaping are harmful for them.  

• Learning about the different types of e-cigarettes available and the risks associated with using these 
products. We recommend that you have a look at images of vapes above and online to familiarize yourself 
on what they can look like. 

• Report anyone you see vaping or anyone that has an e-cigarette with them in school. Please contact the 
child’s Head of Year or a senior member of staff immediately. 

Ensure notifications are on for School Gateway app 

As a school we are looking at ways to reduce costs, one area highlighted is the amount we are spending on text 

messages. 

Even if you have the School Gateway app you must ensure that you are logged in all the time and have push 

notifications manually turned on for this app within your phone settings. Every device will have other settings that 

can affect push notifications (for example, battery optimisation, which prevents some devices from receiving push 

notifications when the battery is below a certain percentage). 

Please also ensure that you are running on the latest version of the app, which can be confirmed in the Play Store or 

App Store. If you are still not receiving notifications and have followed the guidance below, you would need to refer 

to the help guide for your specific device and/or contact your device manufacturer: 

If both parents\carers are registered on Gateway please ensure that each registered user is using the School 

Gateway app. 

Guidance for switching on notifications: 

Apple  

1. On your phone, go to settings 

2. In here, scroll down to the 'Notification Centre' 

3. Select School Gateway 

4. In here, ensure that under the heading 'Notification 

Centre' is switched on 

5. Close the screen; you will now receive 

notifications when new app messages come 

through 

 

 Huawei 

1. Tap the Apps icon on your home screen 

2. Tap settings  

3. Tap Apps or App Manager 

4. Scroll down and tap School Gateway 

5. Tap Notifications 

6. Confirm 'Block all' is toggled OFF (Samsung / 

other devices - toggle 'Allow Notifications' ON) 

7. Restart your device 

 

 Android 

1. On your phone go to Settings > 

Applications Manager 

2. Scroll down the list of apps until you 

find School Gateway and select it 

3. In here there will be a tick box that says 

'Show Notifications'. Ensure this is selected 

4. Close the screen; you will now receive notifications when 

new app messages come through.  

 

 Samsung 

1. On your phone got to Settings > 

Notifications and Status Bar > 

Notifications Centre 

2. Scroll down your list of apps until you find 'School 

Gateway' and select it 

3. Activate 'allow notifications' and also 'priority display' 

4. Restart your device 

5. You will now receive notifications when new app messages 

come through.  
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CONTACTING SCHOOL 
 

If you phone or write to a member of our staff and you do not get an acknowledgement or reply within 48 hours, we 

ask that you contact the Head Teacher’s PA, directly, letting her know who you contacted and what your concern or 

question was. Mrs Webster who is covering this position until Miss Martin’s replacement begins later this term,  will 

ensure you get a reply within the next 24 hours. Please write by email to mailto:heads.pa@mossleyhollins.com 

giving details of which member of staff you have contacted and what your question, concern or request is.  

 

This facility can only be used if you have first followed the correct channels and not received an acknowledgement and 

reply by the end of 2 working days. Mrs Webster will not be able to help before that stage. 

 

OUR VACANCIES AND OUR TRAIN TO TEACH OFFER 
 

Job Vacancies – Mossley Hollins High School 

Role: Level 3 Teaching Assistant (Literacy+) – Mossley Hollins High School 
Pay Scale: Grade E (Point 11-16) 
Actual starting salary at Point 11 (12 hours: £6,830.87) (14 hours: £7,969.35) 
Hours: 12 - 14 hours per week (term time only) 
There may be an opportunity for some flexibility in the hours of the role 
Contract: Permanent 
Closing Date: Monday 28th November 2022 – 12 noon 
Start Date: As soon as possible 
 

Role: Classroom Teacher of English  

Pay Scale: MPR/UPR 

Hours: Full time 

Contract: Permanent 

Closing Date: Monday 21st November 2022 – 12 noon 

Start Date: As soon as possible 

 

Further details are available on the school website at www.mossleyhollins.com 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:heads.pa@mossleyhollins.com
http://www.mossleyhollins.com/
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Train to Teach  

Train to Teach with us here at The Tame River Teaching & Curriculum Institute through School Direct in partnership 

with everyonelearning@ Hawthorns Kingfisher.  

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths, PE with Ebacc, Art, 

RE, Design & technology, Computer Science and MFL. We lead and host training and placements in strong schools at 

secondary and primary level. Bursaries may be available.  

For more details, please contact eduggan@tret.org.uk or look at the Train to Teach Section of the Trust Website: 

www.tret.org.uk. 

Get Into Teaching Recruitment Event 

If you are interested in a career in teaching, then why 

not come along to our ‘Get Into Teaching 

Recruitment Event’ on 23rd November between 

5pm and 7pm. 

• Wednesday 23rd November 

• 5-7pm 

• Halcyon Way School, Chadderton, Ram Mill, 

Gordon St, Chadderton, Oldham OL9 9RH 

 

http://www.tret.org.uk/
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