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Message from the Headteacher 

Thank you so much to our Year 11 parents and carers who joined us at the Year 11 Parents’ Evening last week. I was 

delighted that our staff were able to work with the 88% of families who were represented at the event and I hope 

that you left with a very clear idea of your son/ daughter’s progress as well as those areas where they need to make 

improvements to allow them to do well.  I remain concerned that 12% of our students in their final year were not 

represented. One or two parents who could not make the evening contacted the school to make alternative 

arrangements which was most appreciated.   

 

Whilst the Parents’ Evening is the formal opportunity for you to visit school and speak about your child’s progress, 

please remember that you can contact us at any time and we will be pleased to discuss any concerns or questions 

you may have.  We are looking forward to welcoming our Year 7 parents to their first Parents’ Evening this coming 

Thursday.  

 

On Thursday, 17th January, our Year 11 students took part in a Revision Conference at The Village Hotel, Ashton. 

During the event our ‘delegates’ looked at how they can make the most of their revision during the final remaining 

weeks leading up to the GCSE examinations. They were shown a number of different revision techniques and 

strategies, which will serve them well in their final preparations. Thank you to Ms Riddy and her team of teachers for 

planning and delivering this event. 

 

It is with great sadness that I report the tragic death of a pupil at our partner school, Droylsden Academy last week. 

Taylor Schofield, from Year 7, died after a vehicle knocked him down on Saturday, 12th January. Our deepest 

sympathy go to Taylor’s family and to Mr Wilson, Mr Duncan and all our colleagues at Droylsden Academy. 

  

Mr Marshall 

 

Redgrave College (Year 7): Matthew Warhurst- Outstanding Achievement 
 

Matthew has been a footballer since the age of 5, playing for Mossley 

Juniors, and at the age of 8 he started playing for Curzon Ashton. At the age 

of 9 he was scouted by Oldham Athletic and has been working hard ever 

since.  

 

He trialled with Manchester City in December 2018 and they were really 

impressed by his ability and attitude; so impressed that they offered 

Matthew a place at The Manchester City Football Academy and 

he will now attend St Bede’s College.  

 

Whilst we are really sorry to lose Matthew, everyone at Mossley Hollins is so proud 

of him and his achievements to date. We wish him all the luck in the world in his next 

phase and can’t wait to see what the future holds for him. Well done Matthew!  

 



Huge Thank You to Mossley Hollins 

This week we were delighted to receive this message in school:  

‘On behalf of Hits Radio Manchester Cash for Kids, we just wanted to say a 

huge thank you to Mossley Hollins High School for being a drop-off point for 

our Mission Christmas campaign! 

We are so pleased to share with you that with your help collecting gifts, we 

were able to give 35,746 underprivileged children in Greater Manchester 

presents to open on Christmas morning! 

Mission Christmas is more than just presents: it’s about giving hope, letting 

the children know someone cares and allowing them to still believe in the 

magic of Christmas. One mum rang us in tears after we gave her a bag full 

of gifts for her daughter, saying “This is something she could only dream of 

having. We have food and clothes but toys cannot be a priority when we’re struggling to survive our day to day. 

Thank you Cash for Kids and everyone who cared enough to donate!” 

Once again, thank you to all year 8 pupils involved in the charity and for all the donations kindly received.’ 

Band Engagements:  The Band Support a Major Charity to Raise £17,000 

The band is out again this weekend performing on Sunday at The White Hart – Lydgate.  

This is a performance for Saddleworth Rotary Club, providing music for a major function that they organise annually. 

 

We are also delighted to share a very complimentary letter which was sent into school to thank the school band for a 

recent engagement; 

 

I wanted to let you know how excellently the school band performed at a charity function at The George Lawton Hall 

on the evening of Saturday, January 12th. 

 

Every member of the band presented themselves smartly and they were the first people involved in the event that the 

capacity audience of over 300 encountered upon arrival. 

 

The comments from the audience members coming into the auditorium were highly complimentary as the standard 

of the music the students played was excellent. The band opened the show with a march and it was fabulous.  

 

The start of an event like this is all important as it sets the mood of the evening. It really could not have been better 

and it formed the basis of a total raised of over £17,000 on the night to support the charity Maggie's Oldham, which 

cares for cancer patients and their families across Tameside, Oldham, Rochdale and Bury. 

 

The band's contribution was huge and, on behalf of the charity and the organisers of the evening, could I ask you to 

thank Mr Beardmore and the students for playing so well and representing the school in such a memorable way.” 

 

Parking on the School Site 
 
In order to improve safety for students on site last year parking cones were placed adjacent to the bus stop.  
 
Recently, some parents have been parking in front of the cones and even parking in the bus bay before the bus has 
arrived, causing a traffic jam when the bus arrives. We would be very grateful if parents respected the yellow lines 
and no parking cones in future.  
 

 



Turing (Year 11) – Countdown 
 

 Next week our Lesson 7 schedule moves onto Blue Week. We would like to alert you to an 

important change to the schedule; the additional support and intervention session we are 

putting on from next Wednesday 23rd January for targeted students with their Year 11 History 

studies. This is a vital year for Year 11 students in their educational journey and we want to help 

support their learning by offering additional lessons and intervention. It is therefore compulsory 

that that all Year 11 History invited to this session attend. The sessions will provide an opportunity to revise, 

consolidate and build on their subject knowledge prior to their Summer GCSE exams. The adapted Intervention 

timetable will start the week commencing Monday 21st January. 

Blue Week 

 Before School Lunch After School 

Monday   MATHS ENGLISH (for students not in Separate 

Science) 

Tuesday  MFL  COMBINED &  SEPARATE SCIENCE (11X) 

Wednesday  ENGLISH (for students in 

Separate Science) 

HISTORY 

 

Thursday  RS MASTERCLASS  MATHS 

Friday   DANCE ARTS & SPORTS 

 

Please find below the Year 11Pre-Public Examinations Timetable. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

12 weeks 

to go 



Revision Tips 

Revision tips: New Year, New You 

With exams just around the corner, setting yourself some small term 

goals will help you to reach the big goals at the end. It is easy to feel 

overwhelmed by the upcoming exams but by breaking your work up 

into smaller, bite-sized pieces will help you stay motivated and 

positive throughout the process. 

 

Make a checklist of small, actionable tasks that are do-able. Each 

time you are able to tick one off there is a sense of achievement. When we experience even small amounts of 

success, our brains release dopamine, which is connected to feelings of pleasure, learning and motivation.  

When we feel the effects of dopamine, we’re eager to repeat the actions that resulted in success in the first place. 

Scientists refer to this as “self-directed learning.” 

Checking items off of a checklist releases small amounts of dopamine that then fuel us to keep checking off more 

items, i.e. get more done!  

 

To feel these effects however, the tasks you set yourself need to be actual, substantial tasks which require a good 

level of effort. For example ‘revise English’ is too broad and not really a small, do-able task, whereas ‘learn 3 key 

terms from X unit’ is probably not challenging enough. Be realistic – it may be to revise a particular text (or part of) 

or a specific case study. 

 

Make sure the New Year is successful for you and your revision! 

 

 

Turing College (Year 11): English Language Revision 

Focus on English Language, Paper One 

This week in English lessons, students in year eleven have been preparing for the first of the two English Language 

papers they will complete later in the year.   

 

We have uploaded a range of resources to the school website to support students in English Language and English 

Literature. These can found by following this link: http://www.mossleyhollins.com/english2/207.html 

 

http://www.entrepreneur.com/article/225356
https://grey.colorado.edu/mediawiki/sites/mingus/images/c/c0/HerdMingusOReilly10.pdf
http://www.mossleyhollins.com/english2/207.html


Year 10 Assessments Begin on the 28th January 

In the week beginning Monday, 28th January Year 10 will have their PPE1 Assessments. The schedule below outlines 

the dates and times of exams in English, Maths and Science. Students will be sitting exams in other subjects during 

regular lesson time. 

 
 

BBC School Report 

Have you ever considered yourself a budding journalist? If you are in year 7 or 8, there is an exciting opportunity for 

you to join the BBC School Report Club. Each week we will look at different aspects of journalism and work on our 

writing and reporting skills. We will focus on school, local and national news writing on topics that you find 

interesting. We will aim to publish your articles in the school Newsflash and there will be the chance to take part in 

the BBC school report day in March.  

 

If you are interested then please speak to Miss Farmer no 

later than Friday, 18th January. The club will run on a Friday 

lunch time and there will be limited spaces available. I look 

forward to seeing some of you there. 

Miss Farmer 

 

STEM Club 

We are delighted to be launching our STEM (Science, Technology, Engineering and Mathematics) club in the science 

department on Thursday this week. The STEM club will run for roughly 10 weeks afterschool between 3-4pm. This is 

an opportunity for pupils to get involved in science outside of the classroom, to develop their scientific skills as well 

as to develop their own independence as learners and researchers.  

Students will undertake a project covering a particular area of STEM and be required to research, test and evaluate 

their ideas collating their data within a workbook as they proceed. At the end of the 10 weeks, this work will be 

marked in order for students to achieve their Bronze 

CREST award. CREST is a nationally recognized scheme 

for student-led project work in the STEM subjects. The 

CREST award is recognized by both colleges and 

universities and can count towards the Duke of 

Edinburgh award (skills section) and the university 

passport.  

We are looking forward to working with pupils as they 

complete their STEM projects and wish them the best 

of luck. 

 

Test Twos (T2s): Year 9 Assessments Next Week 

In-class assessments will take place next week.  We wish all the students in Year 9 the very best of luck with the 

assessments. 

 



Message from the MMRC- Book of the Week 
 

The Parent Agency by David Baddiel.  This comes from the new display in the MMRC: 

Celebrity Authors.  David Baddiel is a comedian and host of many TV and Radio shows as 

well as a contestant on panel quiz shows such as QI and Have I Got News For You?  This 

book was published in 2014 and was his first foray into the world of children's books. Since 

this he has written AniMalcolm and Birthday Boy. 

 

"I wish I had better parents!" Barry said, a third time.  And then suddenly the entire room 

started to shake..."  Barry Bennett hates being called Barry. In fact it's number two on the 

list of things he blames his parents for, after number 1: being boring.  But there is a world 

where parents don't just have children.  That's far too random. Instead children are 

allowed to choose their parents. For Barry Bennett, this world seems like a dream come 

true.  Only things turn out to be not quite that simple...!  A brilliantly funny, gripping novel, The Parent Agency is an 

epic wish-fulfilment adventure for every child - and for the child in everyone! 

 

Tameside Youth Council 

We recently had a representative from the Tameside Youth 

Council visit school to speak to some of our students about 

the opportunities which they offer.   

 

Being part of the youth council presents excellent 

opportunities for students who are interested in making a 

difference.  Students would be able to discuss issues with 

other young people in Tameside, across the North West and 

further afield.   Being part of the youth council could also 

allow students to apply for the youth parliament in the future.  

 

Each head of year in years 7-9 recently nominated some students who they believed had an interest in this area and 

who they felt would be good at representing the students in their year group.   These students met with the 

representative from the Tameside Youth Council and were able to ask further questions about what it meant to 

represent our school.  Following the meeting, students were invited to apply in writing.  

 

The standard of applications was very high, leaving heads of year the difficult task of choosing just 3 representatives 

to represent Mossley Hollins at the youth council.   We are very pleased to announce that the following students 

were successful: 

 

Joseph Atkinson; Tilly McGlashan; and Alex Cutler. Congratulations to each of the successful candidates.  

 

Thank you to all students who applied for the positions. The quality of the applications was very strong and 

highlighted the many talents of our students.  

 

Careers’ Update  
 

A reminder to all students that Mrs Senior our Careers’ Advisor is available every Friday at lunchtime for drop-in 

sessions regarding careers and college advice. She will be in Mr Doodson’s office on the second floor: no 

appointment necessary. 

Also a reminder to Year 11 students of the following college application deadlines: 



College  Deadline Date  

Ashton Sixth Form College  Friday 15th February 2019  

Clarendon Sixth Form College  February 2019  

Tameside College  February 2019  
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arts and Sports News 

 

Year 8 Table Tennis  

On Monday, the Year 8 boys took part in the Tameside 

Table Tennis tournament. They played against five 

different schools on the night in very competitive 

matches. Each match involved the team playing singles 

and doubles. There were some fine individual 

performances from Noah Lucas in particular who won the 

majority of his games on the night. There were also some 

fine doubles performances from Noah and Lewis, Roman 

and Nick and Roman and Billy. The boys managed to win 

three matches and lose two on the night with the best performances coming against West Hill, Alder and Hyde. They 

were a credit to the PE department and Mossley Hollins. 

Congratulations and well done to, Billy Harrison, Noah Lucas, Roman Burton, Nick Gaunt and Lewis Byers. 

 

Extra-curricular activities  

A new timetable has been created for the new term.  The PE department would like as many students as possible to 

be taking part in the activities on offer.  

Any students wishing to attend a practice/club must report to the PE changing rooms at the beginning of 

lunchtime/after school to meet the PE staff. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Dates for your Diary 

W/b Monday 21st January - Year 9 Assessments 

W/b Monday 28th January - Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations for all students in Year 10 

Monday, 11th February- Year 9 Photographs 

Thursday, 14th March- MCSP Big Sing  

Friday, 15th February- School closes for half term 

Monday, 25th February- Pupils return to school 

Wednesday 6th, Thursday 7th and Friday 8th March- Wizard of OZ School Production  

 

Homework Clubs  

To ensure students are able to complete their homework with support from a specialist teacher, we offer homework 

clubs during the following lunchtime each week… 

Monday - Science 3:07 

Tuesday - Humanities in 2:04 

Wednesday - English/ MFL in 2.08 

Thursday - Maths in 3:04 and Technology in 4:06 

Friday - Arts and Sports in G:01 

 

Ever Thought About A Career In Teaching? 
 

Ever thought about a career in Teaching? 
If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at Mossley Hollins High School through 
School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Teaching School Alliance and 
the University of Cumbria. 

 
We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths and MFL. 
School Direct allows schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial Teacher Education) provider of 
teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and focus of the training. 
Bursaries are available! 
 
For further information please contact d.webster@mossleyhollins.com 
https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options 
 

Mossley Zumba! 

New Year, New you? 

Do you fancy losing a few pounds, getting fit or just trying something new? 

Why not do all three at once and come along to Mossley Zumba! Every 

Wednesday evening at Mossley Hollins High School, 7-8pm. 

It is beginner friendly and your first class is absolutely FREE so you literally 

have nothing to lose! 

Do it. You won’t regret it! 

See you Wednesday! This class is only suitable for people who are over the age of sixteen.  

 

 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options


Opportunities in the Community  

 


