
 

Mossley Hollins High School 
Newsflash 13 

Friday 4th December 2020 
 

Message from Mrs Din 
 

End of Term Arrangements 

As always, we intend to use our time in school wisely prior to Christmas and lessons will continue right up until the 

last day.  On Friday, 18th December 2020, we intend to close for the Christmas holidays at approximately 12 noon.  

Whilst we are not able to hold our traditional carol service, we aim to have a shortened virtual Christmas service.  

Given the challenges that we have all faced this term, we thought it would be nice to end the term with a Virtual 

Christmas Panto for years 7-10.  In order to make this possible, we are asking for a small contribution of 50p per 

child. Year 11 will have normal lessons from P1-2 and will then be able to go home at this point.   Years 7-10 will have 

P1-2 as normal and will have the Virtual Panto during P4, followed by a short virtual Christmas Service before leaving 

school at around 12.15pm.  

 

Arrangements for the Start of the New Term 

As you know already, students begin the new term on Tuesday 5th January 2021.  Lesson 1 begins promptly at 8:45 

a.m.  The New Year begins for staff on the Monday 4th January 2020 with our In-service Training Day (INSET).  This 

day will be used to improve our teaching and to explore strategies to further increase student progress for all year 

groups.  

 

Weather: School Closure Provisions 

As we move into the winter period it is worth reminding ourselves of the procedures around extreme weather and 

the arrangements we put in place to safeguard the students in the event of disruption to school.  

 

We know how disruptive school closure can be to families. Please be reassured that the education of the students is 

sacrosanct and we will only take the decision to close the school when careful risk assessment shows that to remain 

open could jeopardise their health and safety. In the unlikely closure of school due to inclement weather, children 

will be expected to continue their learning at home as much as possible, by accessing TEAMS.   

 

Please find more information about the school closure provisions on the school website here.  

 

Year 7-10 Learning Awards 
 

This week Mrs Din and Ms Riddy were finally able to award the shields and trophies to the worthy winners from the 

summer 2020 Year 7-10 Learning Awards.  We were delighted to celebrate at this year’s Virtual Year 7 – 10 Learning 

Awards ceremony but were not able to present the actual awards at the time. Due to Covid-19 restrictions, it has 

taken us a bit longer than it would normally to gather together all of the awards and to have them engraved!  

 

It was fantastic to present our students with their well-deserved awards and for us to congratulate them on their 

successes. Any student currently self-isolating will receive their award on their return to school.   

 

Congratulations again to all of our award winners.  

http://www.mossleyhollins.com/search/weather-school-closure-provisions/77.html


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Christmas 2020 
 

  

 
 

 

 

 

Christmas Jumper Day 2020 
On Friday 11th December, we are holding Christmas Jumper Day at Mossley Hollins to support two fantastic local 

charities: Mossley Foodbank and Mossley Cancer Committee. 

 

It is the time of year that we often think of those who are less fortunate.  Those who may be really struggling, 

particularly this year with the restrictions imposed on us with Covid-19.  I know that our school community are very 

kind and generous and will want to do everything that they can to support our wider school community and those 

that need our help the most.  

Therefore, you might be wondering how you can get involved and support our chosen charities: 

Mossley Foodbank – Bring in a tin of food, hats, gloves, scarves, socks, chocolate/sweets, toiletries and books/toys. 

All items donated must be in absolutely, perfect condition or brand new.  

Mossley Cancer Committee - Bring in a £1 donation.  

Donations can be handed into Reception on the ground floor or the desk on third floor between Monday, 7th and 

Thursday, 10th December or will be collected on Friday 11th December as you make your way into school.  

Now, when we say Christmas Jumper, it does not have to be a jumper that you wear. You could decorate a top 

(sensibly and appropriately– remember you need to be comfortable wearing it all day and it must be appropriate for 

the school environment) or wear some Christmas socks if you do not own a Christmas jumper. Just bear in mind that, 

with the exception of your blazer, your full school uniform (even your black school shoes) should be worn unless it’s 

your PE day, when you can wear appropriate uniform in line with school expectations. 

We really want everyone to get involved and there will be a small prize for the best form in each year group (with 

the most students taking part).  So get those Christmas jumpers ready! 

Christmas Collection        
This year Turing College (Y9) will be collecting items for local homeless charities. All items should be brought into 

school in a strong bag or box and left in Miss McLaughlin’s office (Head of Year 9 office). If students are not working 

in the maths area that day, they may leave them with their form mentor who can contact Miss 

McLaughlin, who will then organise collection by Y9 student leaders.  

 

The final day collections will be accepted is Friday, 18th December 2020. 

School Band Christmas Performance 
 

Our school band took part in a virtual online event on Saturday night 

on Facebook. By following the link here, listeners can hear this 

excellent Christmas music. 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=MV0ZsMVZuUY&feature=youtu.be


 

 

Please donate: 

• Clean, second hand or new adult 

clothing (ideally smaller sizes and 

winter suited). 

• Clean, second hand or new sleeping 

bags. 

• New toiletries – including shower gel, 

deodorants, women’s sanitary items 

and toothbrushes/tooth paste.  

Please do not donate: 

• Bric-a-brac. 

• Items that are damaged or stained. 

• Open toiletries. 

 

 
2020 Santa Dash 
In PE lessons at the end of the term, pupils will be taking part in the 

annual PE Department Santa Dash. This will be taking place from 

Friday, 11th December to Thursday, 17th December for all Year 7, 8 

and 9 pupils. The PE staff will provide pupils with more information 

in PE lessons this week. 

We look forward to seeing all pupils take part in this to get into the 

festive spirit before we break up for Christmas. 

 

 

Just for fun 
Guess how many Christmas baubles are in the bowl. The 

winner will receive a prize! 

Just complete the slip and pop it in the box in the library. 

Good luck! 

 

  

 

2021 Calendar 
Our Class of 2020 produced some beautiful artwork during their 

time with us and it was too good not to be celebrated, so we have 

created a 2021 calendar and we would like to give you the 

opportunity to purchase one (or more). 

If you would like to purchase any (for £2 each), please let us know 

by sending an email to d.webster@mossleyhollins.com and we will 

make all of the arrangements. 

mailto:d.webster@mossleyhollins.com


 

Uniform Expectations 
 

First of all, we would like to thank all parents and carers for their continued support in ensuring that their sons and 

daughters uphold our high expectations for uniform. The vast majority of our students arrive in school every day 

wearing the correct uniform and on the days when they have PE, they are wearing suitable clothing in line with our 

expectations.  

 

In line with our school risk assessment, please may we remind parents that students must wear a clean plain black 

mask to school each day, as well as their coloured lanyard. This will help us to ensure that we can manage our 

bubble system and help to keep students and staff safe. At the start of the year, we ordered enough lanyards and 

face masks for all students to be issued one of each, paid from our existing school budget. Some students have lost 

or damaged their lanyard, so if they do need a replacement, we will have to charge a small amount of 50 pence to 

replace lanyards. This can be done at the end of the day or before school starts. Any student who comes to the office 

hatch prior to 8.45am missing either a lanyard or a mask, has the option to buy one without receiving a NUHOPE 

sanction (Masks - £3, Lanyards – 50 pence). Any student who comes to the office after 8.45am will be issued with a 

NUHOPE sanction and they will be charged for a replacement lanyard, given a disposable mask or have the option to 

buy a replacement mask. 

 

As you know, due to our risk-assessment we are not using the PE changing rooms in their normal way this year. This 

means that students can attend school in their PE clothing on the days they have PE lessons. PE kit includes PE top, 

PE shorts, PE socks and trainers. On such days, students may also wear black, grey or purple tracksuit (zip up top 

with pants) or a plain sports sweatshirt and jogging bottoms to supplement their PE kit (not instead of their PE kit). 

PE kit must be worn underneath their tracksuit/sweatshirt. These may have a small logo, however any type of 

sweatshirts, or sports clothing with large logos, stripes or big ticks are not permitted. Under no circumstance should 

students wear any kind of hooded top in the school building. Please see examples of suitable sportswear below. 

Important Note: as the inclement weather continues throughout winter, it is also very important that all students 

bring to school a suitable outdoor/waterproof jacket for their PE lessons. Students 

will be allowed to wear this jacket over their PE kit when taking part in PE lessons only. PE will continue to take 

place outside unless the weather is very poor and it is essential that the students must be indoors. 

 

Test Ones  
 

We are now at the stage in the academic year where students in years 7-9 undertake short assessments (Test Ones) 

in each of their subject areas. The results of the Test Ones will be published on your child’s report in the coming 

weeks.  

 

For each year group, we thought it would be useful to provide you with information about not only when the 

assessment will take place, but also the content of the assessment. Please click here. 

https://www.mossleyhollins.com/media/documents/user-uploads/5B21D1FF-952E-BA69-3197055EBACF03F5.docx


 

Year 11 Lesson 7  
 

Next week students will be following the week one timetable.  

Week One Subject Week Two Subject  

Monday  SCIENCE Monday SCIENCE  

Tuesday  OPTION A  

Art, Craft and Design  

DIT 

Geography  

History  

Spanish  

Tuesday  OPTION C  

Business Studies 

Dance  

Food & Nutrition  

Media Studies 

Music  

PE  

Statistics 

Wednesday MATHS Wednesday MATHS 

Thursday  ENGLISH Thursday ENGLISH 

Friday  OPTION B  

Creative IMedia  

Geography  

History  

Health and Social Care 

Spanish  

Friday  OPTION D 

Computer Science  

Art  

Business  Studies  

Drama  

Design and Technology 

Food & Nutrition  

Sport  

 

Please note that during the final week of term (week commencing Monday, 7th December) lesson seven is 

suspended. Students who study separate science will still be expected to attend their timetabled lesson at 3pm on 

Monday, 7th December as usual.  

 

Should you have any questions or concerns, please contact Mr Wells (g.wells@mossleyhollins.com).  

 

Department for Education Exam Plan for 2021 
 

This week the Department for Education (DfE) released details of the extra measures it intends to put in place to 

support students ahead of next summer’s examinations. The summary of these plans are as follows:- 

Building on the three-week delay to exams to free up extra teaching time announced in October, the new measures 

include: 

 more generous grading than usual, in line with national outcomes from 2020, so students this year are not 

disadvantaged; 

 students receiving advance notice of some topic areas covered in GCSE, AS and A levels to focus revision; 

 exam aids - like formula sheets - provided in some exams giving students more confidence and reducing the 

amount of information they need to memorise; 

 additional exams to give students a second chance to sit a paper if the main exams or assessments are 

missed due to illness or self-isolation; and 

 a new expert group to look at differential learning and monitor the variation in the impact of the pandemic 

on students across the country. 

 

As yet, we do not have the detail of how this will relate to specific subjects but have been promised this in the new 

year. Our teachers will be studying these plans carefully and adapting how they prepare our students for the exams 

accordingly. We will bring you further information as it becomes available. 

mailto:g.wells@mossleyhollins.com


 

A Message to our Students Completing Assessments 
 

How to revise 

As T1 assessments approach for years 7, 8 and 9, below are some suggestions for ways in which you 

can revise. ‘Reading through’ your notes is NOT revision! Revision must be active; i.e. you must DO 

something…and remember – revision does not have to be boring!  

Quizzing  

Quizzing is 

effective as it 

means you 

have to actively retrieve 

information from memory. A 

quiz can be spoken or written, 

and done with others. Ask 

someone to quiz you. There are 

also lots of free online tools to 

help you create quizzes. Claick 

here for a few. 

 

Keywords book 

There are many key 

words and terms to 

learn in some 

subjects e.g. 

Geography. Make a 

keywords book and 

keep it up to date.  Write the word 

and a definition- fold the page and 

test yourself or get someone else to 

test you. Keep revisiting past topics. 

Do short, sharp, regular revision 

sessions.  

Make Flashcards 

Useful for keywords and case studies 

– put word(s) or 

term on one 

side and a 

description and 

image on the 

other – use to test yourself (face 

down and flip them over) or get 

someone else to test you. Put into 

piles – those you know and those you 

don’t – and revise what you are 

unsure of.  

Create Mindmaps or Revision 

Clocks 

Useful for whole topics but 

especially useful for case studies . 

Make sure it has all the correct 

sections/ headings and includes 

detail and images to help you 

remember. Pin it up on your wall.  

Revising previous 

learning from 

lessons 

Good revision 

needs to include 

answering 

questions with the information you 

have learned. Doing some past 

questions from your work in lessons 

is a useful revision strategy as it will 

help to identify gaps in your 

knowledge and where further work 

is needed. 

Mnemonics/ acronyms/ rhymes 

Useful for memorising 

long or complex 

processes/ models. 

e.g. How tropical 

storms are formed.  You 

can see some examples on: 

https://examples.yourdictionary.com/

examples-of-mnemonics.html) 

Online resources 

There are now lots of useful 

online tools to help you revise. 

Ask your teacher for useful 

websites for your subject – there 

are often clips you can watch and 

games and tests you can take. 

 

Remember, Y9 students have 

access to GCSEpod to facilitate 

your revision! 

 

e.g. try BBC GCSE Bitesize 

 

Say it out loud  

You could work 

with a friend 

and teach each 

other about a particular topic or 

record yourself  (most phones can 

now do this) reciting key dates, 

quotes or equations and listen to 

them as you walk (obviously not near 

roads!) or just sitting. Or you could 

even create your own song or rhyme 

to make sense of what you are trying 

to remember. 

How NOT to revise:  

Only the night before the exam 

(it’s too late!) You 

need to spread 

out your revision 

and revisit 

subjects and topics. 

‘Reading through my notes’ (do 

this - but only alongside other 

things! Few people have a 

photographic memory!) 

For 3 hours at a time (you  

can’t concentrate that length of 

time). Try 30 min-1hr sessions. 

getrevising.co.uk/make/quizzes


 

Life Skills & Form Time 
 

The assembly next week will be delivered by each Head of Year and will recognize the outstanding 

efforts put in by our students during this term. Rewards will be given to students with the highest 

PRIDE points in each year group.  

 

Please see below the timetable for Life Skills during form time next week: 

Year group Theme Topic during w/c Monday 7th December 

Year 7 Careers: Step into the NHS competition Creating an advertisement 

Year 8 Online Safety The dangers of sharing explicit images 

Year 9 Gangs and Criminal Behaviours Support and advice linked to gangs 

Year 10 Citizenship The political structure in the US and UK 

Year 11 Planning for Life after Mossley Hollins Creating a revision timetable 

 

If you have any queries regarding our Life Skills curriculum or our Pastoral Programme please contact Mrs. R 

Harrison at r.harrison@mossleyhollins.com 

 

The Library is Open! 
 

We are delighted to announce that the library is now open to all year groups. In order to keep everyone safe, each 

year group will have a dedicated day for them to access the library. You are welcome in the library at break time and 

at lunchtime. 

 

Monday – Year 8 

Tuesday – Year 11 

Wednesday – Year 10 

Thursday – Year 9 

Friday – Year 7 
 

The library is a wonderful resource. Here you will find a wide range of books to help fuel your passion for reading. 

Reading is a great way to help you to relax and learn. If you would like any support choosing the right book, Miss 

Cusick will be happy to help you out. We also have a variety of non-fiction books if you have a particular interest that 

you would like to find out more about. 

 

We look forward to welcoming you soon. 

Miss Osborne and Miss Cusick 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

mailto:r.harrison@mossleyhollins.com


 

Book of the Week- The Midnight Library by Matt Haig 
 

Nora Seed feels useless. Her cat is dead, her brother doesn’t seem to be interested 

in her, and she has been fired: nobody needs her. Late one evening, she tries to kill 

herself. 

 

But instead of death, what Nora finds is a library in which each volume represents 

a version of her life where she made different choices. The possibilities are 

numberless. There is a Nora who became a rock star, another who has won 

Olympic medals, another living aboard an Arctic research vessel; some versions 

are mothers, wives, orphans; famous and influential, or not. All she has to do to 

step into that life is open the book. If she finds a good life, she can stay; the 

difficulty lies in deciding, “whether a life could really be judged from just a few 

minutes after midnight on a Tuesday”. 

 

 

Fantastic Year 9 Work in Religious Studies 
 

Students in Year 9 Religious Studies and Life Skills lessons are currently studying a unit entitled ‘What difference does 

it make to believe in Christianity”. This week, Year 9 examined the Christian period of Advent and found out about 

the significance of the themes of hope, peace, love and joy during this time. 

 

Students were asked to create their own advent calendar based around these themes and linking to the Life Skills 

aim of understanding that happiness is being connected to others. Year 9 were encouraged to consider how best to 

pass on this sentiment to others, regardless of their religious background, during Advent and were challenged to 

consider the impact these acts would have on their own mental health and that of others. Mrs. Harrison was very 

impressed with the many acts of kindness that Year 9 committed to carry out during Advent and hopes that they 

fulfill these acts each day leading up to Christmas! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

GCSEPod 
 

We are delighted to announce that our year 9 pupils have recently activated their GCSEPod accounts. This is an 

award-winning digital content and revision provider used by over 1,250 schools worldwide.  As a subscriber, our 

children now have access to GCSEPod’s library of over 6,000 ‘Pods’: 3-5 minute videos designed to deliver knowledge 

in short bursts. GCSEPod makes learning engaging and manageable, whilst equipping our pupils with great study 

habits. One of the best things about GCSEPod is that you can download any Pod to your child’s mobile device, and 

then they can watch them at any time, in any place, with or without internet. It’s like they’re carrying a whole set of 

textbooks in their pocket! Make sure you download the GCSEPod app from the App Store (Apple and Android are 

supported) to access this feature.  GCSEPod also has the ability to identify knowledge gaps and automatically send 

playlists to help fill them. After completing any homework set on GCSEPod, your child will get a personalised “Boost 

Playlist” of Pods relevant to their identified areas of weakness.  

 

We strongly suggest you encourage your child to review these playlists regularly as this will speed up their progress. 

We recommend that you talk about GCSEPod with your children and check that they have successfully used their 

account and encourage them to make use of this amazing resource throughout year 9. If a child is having trouble 

accessing their account please contact Mrs V. Dodd. 

 

GCSE POD - Usage Summary - Last week Usage- 368 Pods Watched 

 

Top three Subjects – last week. 

These were the three most used subjects during last week. 

Computer Science         Geography        English Literature 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

PE News 
 

Mossley Hollins - 5K Challenge. 

The PE department would like members of the Mossley Hollins community to take part in the 

5k challenge. Anyone can take part including pupils, former pupils, parents, carers, brothers, 

sisters and even staff members. The challenge involves you completing the 5k distance each 

week and trying to improve your time this could be a walk with the family, run on a treadmill, 

jog in the park or a bike ride around Dovestones. 

 

Important - Due to current lockdown rules, we feel this would be a great way for people in the same household to 

complete exercise together as a family. If you would like to email in your times and achievements as individuals or 

families then please do to. a.doodson@mossleyhollins.com.  

Well done and congratulations to all the pupils who have taken part in the 5k challenge over the last two weeks. 

There will be prizes given out for outstanding achievements just before the Christmas break.  

mailto:a.doodson@mossleyhollins.com


 

 

2 mile run in PE lessons – Outstanding achievement 

This week a group of Year 7, 8 and 9 pupils have completed a 2 mile run in their PE 

lessons. These pupils showed outstanding levels of fitness to complete the 2 mile 

distance with some excellent times ranging from 16 minutes to 21 minutes.  

Alex Favario in Year 8 got the fastest time with 16 minutes and 48 seconds, this is an 

outstanding achievement. 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 – Outstanding Races in PE lessons. 

This week the Year 7 groups have produced some outstanding races in PE lessons. The pupils performed 

exceptionally well in the 2 mile races to push each other to their maximum and achieve outstanding times. The 

respect the students showed one another at the end of the races is something which made the PE department very 

proud.  

 

On Friday, Harrison Mayall finished in 1st place (17 minutes 05 seconds), Oliver Loughman finished in 2nd place (17 

minutes 15 seconds) and Delilah Gregory finished in 3rd place (17 minutes 55 seconds) 

On Wednesday, Lucas Mason, finished in 1st place (16 minutes 52 seconds), Michael Alcock finished in 2nd place (17 

minutes 59 seconds) and Ava Hanson finished in 3rd place (18 minutes 50 seconds). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Megan Hill (Year 9) – Outstanding Achievement.  

Megan Hill is taking part in the Michael Carrick Foundation 5k a Day 

Challenge in December. This week she has achieved times of 31 minutes, 30 

minutes and 29 minutes. 

 

The Michael Carrick foundation strives to create opportunities for 

disadvantaged young people from across Greater Manchester and Tyne and Wear to feel safe, valued and achieve 

their full potential. This is an outstanding foundation that Megan is supporting. 

 

Sport Performer of the Week 

Year 7 – Harrison Mayall in Year 7 for completing the 2 mile run in 17 

minutes 05 seconds and finishing with a sprint finish to win his race in the 

last 100m. Well done, Harrison. 

 



 

Year 8 –Alex Favario in Year 8 performed to the highest level on Monday and completed the 2 mile run in 16 minutes 

48 seconds. He showed outstanding levels of endurance to complete the run and finished in style with a sprint finish. 

Well done, Alex. 

 

Year 9 –Megan Hill in Year 9 is taking part in the 5k a Day challenge outside of school in her own time. She is working 

hard to improve her time every time she completes the run and her determination and motivation is something to 

be admired. Well done, Megan. 

 

Dates for your Diary 
 

Please note: Some events may not go ahead as planned due to the current Covid 19 restrictions.  

Monday 7th December- Year 8 T1 Assessments (please see article earlier in the newsflash) 

Thursday 10th December- Virtual Year 11 Parents’ Evening, 16:30-19:30 (please refer to the letter sent by Mr Wells) 

Monday 14th December- Year 9 T1 Assessments (please see article earlier in the newsflash) 

Friday 18th December- Students Finish for Christmas 

Monday 4th January- INSET day 

Tuesday 5th January- Students return to school 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Safeguarding Our Students 
 


