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Home Learning in Pictures 

We have received a lovely message from a parent this week ‘Thank you so much to all that staff who are working so 

hard to keep learning going for my two children during this challenging time.’ Here are some of the ways our 

students are still learning.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Online music lessons 

Cooking 

Carrying out scientific experiments 
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Mossley Hollins Helping to Protect our NHS 

We are incredibly proud to be able to donate 100 

pairs of goggles to the NHS District Nurses and 

Clinical Teams. As we face this difficult time, it is 

important that we all come together in order to allow 

the amazing heroes working for the NHS to continue 

to work safely and save lives. Our Technology Faculty 

also donated latex gloves and face masks.  

We hope that our small contribution can go 

somewhere to help this. Thank you to all our NHS 

staff working in the local area, as well as nationally, 

for your tireless resilience to overcome Covid-19. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Holly Dewsnap (Year 7) sending her message to our NHS 

and Key Workers 
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Message from Mr Marshall 

Dear Students, Parents and Carers  

 

I hope you remain safe and healthy during the ongoing lockdown situation.  

 

This week, we have moved into Phase 2 of our virtual school where we make the important shift from setting tasks 

for students based on their prior learning, to work involving important new learning, supported by lead lessons, 

examples and demonstrations from teachers. This work, which will be so important to students when we return to 

‘normal’ schooling, will no doubt present additional challenge, but don’t forget that support and help is always 

available. Thank you so much to the teachers for their hard work and creativity in designing and publishing such high 

quality new materials for the benefit of our students.  

 

Of course, given the importance of this work and the careful preparation of resources I need not remind you that it is 

compulsory for every child, unless they are unable to through illness, to complete the work in the time set by the 

teachers. Having grandchildren staying with us at present I know the pressure that home schooling brings but we 

cannot and will not put in jeopardy the futures of our young people by allowing them to get out of the habit of 

learning. That is our commitment to you.  

 

Of course, we must not forget that the large majority of pupils are completing and submitting work every day, many 

are even going beyond what we have asked and carrying out project and research work in the areas that interest 

them the most. Thank you all for your wonderful support in achieving this. Please don’t forget to send comments or 

pictures of your work, please see my own contribution below- I thrilled my family with a spectacular chilli con carne 

following Mrs Duncan’s excellent recipe. I’m sure they will forgive me soon.   

 

Thank you so much for all the kind letters of support we have received from families whose children are making the 

most of the situation and learning new things, in new ways every day. Please remember the school building may be 

closed to most students but we are still here every day to support you and your child during this situation. 

 

Stay safe,  

 

Mr Marshall  
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Curriculum Provision 

During this half-term, students will continue to be given specific tasks to complete for each of their subjects across 

the week. At the same time, students will also be set learning activities and exercises that will help them to complete 

the tasks set; these may a range of things they can do to support their learning, such as watching videos, reading 

materials, note-taking, creating mind-maps, research or other exploratory work.  

 

It is so important that students attempt the learning activities as directed by their teachers as they will help support 

their understanding and knowledge. Many subjects will be moving on to new topics and new learning, so students’ 

engagement with the work set is very important, as we do not want them to worry about the learning they have 

missed on their return. Of course, in special circumstances, where students are unable to complete the work due to 

circumstances beyond their control, we will provide support. If your child is struggling to complete the work set, 

whether it is due to being unable to access the work and the means to complete it, or because they are finding it too 

challenging or are uncertain as to what they need to do, please do not hesitate to contact either their class teacher 

or our Deputy Head, Ms Riddy.  

 

Our staff will continue to only set work on their designated days; this should help students and parents to organise 

your home study and be clear about what is being set for each subject. We have done this so that students do not 

receive a lot of emails and work all at once, and that parents only receive a limited number of notifications each day. 

It will allow them to get organised and see clearly what has been set that day. Please see the tables below to allow 

you to see the schedule for Year groups 7 – 10.  

 

Important change for Years 7 and 8: Our teachers are working hard to set work and provide feedback for our 

students each week, or fortnightly, according to the subject. We do have some subjects where there is one teacher 

responsible for the whole year group- as you can imagine, providing feedback that is helpful and valuable for over 

350 students each week is not always possible. As a result, please note that in the subjects of: Computer Science, 

drama and music, work will continue to be set fortnightly, and students will receive feedback once this half-term. 

The teachers will inform students of when they can expect to receive their feedback on their work.  

 

Years 7, 8 and 9    Subject Work is Set   Submission Day and Time to Complete  

Monday Science – 1 per week 

Technology – 1 per fortnight  

Friday: 1 week   

Friday: 2 weeks  

Tuesday  Spanish – 1 per week  

PE – physical activities each week  

Monday:  1 week  

Wednesday  English – 1 per week  

RS and Life Skills – 1 per fortnight  

Tuesday: 1 week  

Tuesday: 2 weeks 

Thursday  History – 1 per week  

Performing Arts – 1 per fortnight  

Wednesday: 1 week  

Wednesday: 2 weeks  

Friday  Maths – 1 per week  

Geography – 1 per week  

Thursday: 1 week  

Thursday: 1 week  
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Year 10     Subject Work is Set   Submission Day and Time to 

Complete   

Monday Science - 2 tasks per week 

Technology - 2 tasks per week 

Friday: 1 week  

 

Tuesday  Spanish – 2 tasks per week  

PE and Sport – 2 tasks per week  

Monday:  1 week  

Wednesday  English – 2 tasks per week 

RS and Life Skills – 2 tasks per week 

Tuesday: 1 week  

 

Thursday  History – 2 tasks per week 

Performing Arts – 2 tasks per week 

Wednesday: 1 week  

 

Friday  Maths – 2 tasks per week 

Geography – 2 tasks per week 

Thursday: 1 week  

 

 

If you have any queries, or are unclear, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Riddy (Deputy Headteacher).  

 

Year 10: Setting of Work  

As we try to refine the way we are setting work, and the quality of learning that we can provide, we will make 

adjustments and changes that will benefit our students. When we return from the Easter holidays all of year 10 

work will be set using the online platform of Teams. We have made this decision in response to parent and student 

comments and due to the very positive responses from staff and students who are already using Teams.  We believe 

it will be easier for students to access their work, allowing staff to set work in different ways. It also allows more 

scope for staff and students to discuss the work together as part of a group chat. Students will be able to chat 

directly to the teacher if they are having problems.  You will find full guidance on how to use Teams below.  

 

Please note that the links to the tutorial for the use of Microsoft Teams and Insight is at the end of the Newsflash. 

 

Home Learning - Technology, Art and Computer Science  
 

Well done to Amelia Byers who is continuing to challenge 

her Food and Nutrition skills by practising a range of dishes, 

this week she has made butternut squash risotto and 

vegetable lasagne, simply superb! 
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Well done to Lydia Schofield who has made a  

beautiful Easter cake during the holidays.  

 

 

 

Amber Earls in Year 7 has been busy making flapjacks. Following the recipe on the 
school website but not having some of the ingredients, she improvised! 
 
There were lots of flapjacks, so Amber decided to 
give them to people near where I live who are 
isolating. Well done! 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
Year 7 Self Portraits and Homework – excellent quality and commitment shown. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Well done to Ellis Hodgson and his brother who have been 

busy baking during the holidays and making a range of 

delicious recipes.  

Chloe Beshci was proud to 

show off her cheesecake. 
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Home Learning – Excellence in Music 
  
We extend a huge thank you to Mr. Bell and Mrs. Reynolds who are delivering 

online instrumental lessons to our learners. Approximately 30 students are 

receiving a lesson each week. 

  

For instrumentalists wishing to contact their teachers regarding their 

practising at home, to ask advice or request new music for instance, please 

email Mr. Beardmore who will gladly make all the necessary arrangements 

upon receipt of the message. 

 

Well done to the following students: Kai Roberts, Talia Clays-Jones and Amber 

Webster 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
Also, Alfie Jones 7S2 has been learning to play the tune, ‘Somewhere Over the Rainbow on his cornet, inspired by 

musicians playing this during the ‘Clap for the NHS.’ During the most recent clap at 8pm, he went out into the garden 

and played what he had learnt for the neighbours to hear. It was an impressive performance for just a few days’ 

worth of learning and considering he had never even picked an instrument up before starting at Mossley Hollins 6 

months ago. Well done Alfie. Please visit our Social Media pages where we have uploaded the video.  

 

Home Learning – Excellence in Science 
 

In Miss McLaughlin’s class, Daniel Curran (Y8) dissected a flower! 
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Holly Dewsnap, Year 7, made a lava lamp and sent photographs to Mr Spencer! 

 

 
Cara Dote, Y8, analyses some structures in leaves using food colouring for Miss 

McLaughlin 

 

 
Mia Riley, Year 8, completed a superb piece of additional research over her Easter break for Miss Tierney! 

Fomalhaut b                                                

Fomalhaul b, formally named Dagon is an extrasolar object and 

candidate planet orbiting the A-type main-sequence star 

Fomalhaut, approximately 25 light-years away. An A-type main-

sequence star or a dwarf star is a main-sequence (hydrogen-

burning) star of spectral type A and light class V. These stars 

have spectra which are defined by strong hydrogen Balmer 

absorption lines. Balmer lines can appear as absorption or 

emission lines in a spectrum, depending on the nature of the 

object observed. In stars, the Balmer lines are usually seen in 

absorption, and they are "strongest" in stars with a surface 

temperature of about 10,000 kelvin (spectral type A).   

Spectral stars 

The temperature sets the star's colour and determines its surface brightness: how much light comes from each 

square metre of its surface. 

 
From Miss Walton’s class, 

Leah Hughes (year 10) 

produced a fantastic piece 

of work on the circulatory 

system. She researched the 

components of the blood 

and identified all of the key 

scientific vocabulary 

associated with each cell. 
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In Miss McLaughlin’s Y10 lesson, students have been completing a virtual practical to look at the effect of light on 

the rate of photosynthesis. 

 

Home Learning - Excellence in English 
 

Miss Wood would like to praise two students in particular for their fantastic persuasive speeches on original topics.  

The students are Lily Cheetham and George Butterworth in Year 8. Well done! 

   

Lily Cheetham 

Dear social media influencers, 

  

Children’s safety is incredibly important. That’s why we need to make a change. Do you know how many horrible 

comments are posted online every day? Are you going to forget how many deaths are caused by this? Around 1.5 

million suicides have already happened this year and it is only March. Can you even guess how many there will be by 

the end of this year? Children at a very young age are ignoring age restrictions and are not mature enough to deal 

with the content. They do not deserve this. They are innocent. They are harmless. They are blameless. These age 

restrictions are serious and need to be dealt with properly so make a change. Make a difference to this world. We 

cannot ignore the consequences, or it will be too late, these children are in danger. Children need to ask for 

permission and parents need to be sensible in what they are allowing to let their children download on their devices. 

Furthermore, this issue needs to be handled and fast. It has lasted many years and cannot carry on for longer. This 

problem is drastically maximising and is getting out of hand. Would you like this issue to continue to increase at this 

same rapid pace? 

 

Cyber bullying is not okay. It will never be okay. Rose Smith, a 14-year-old girl states, “From the ages 9 to 13 I was 

heavily bullied by a group of girls online. Whenever I posted a photo on my social Medias, they carried on 

commenting nasty and negative things. I was desperate to block them but every time I did, they threatened to make 

up rumours about me. I didn’t want to come across as cruel or silly to everyone at school so I kept silent. Too many 

children are struggling like this and need to be heard”. Her parents, Tom and Carol Smith quoted on live TV, “The 
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fact we were unaware of our daughters trauma kills us every day. Children cannot keep this away from family, 

friends and carers. People need to know.” 

There are multiple people you can tell if you are in need of help. Don’t be afraid to let anyone know. Don’t suffer in 

silence. Don’t keep quiet. 

 

We need to unite to make a difference. To help everyone. To make a huge change. To affect lives in a good way. We 

are able to do this so let’s start now, why wait any longer. Do you want to sit and watch children continue to struggle 

with no way out? No one to turn to. There are so many stories of helpless, innocent children that never told anyone 

what was happening. Never told anyone to help them get through it. Make a change now. It will affect the world for 

good. 

 

George Butterworth 

Dear fellow gamers, 

  

    Whether you play PlayStation or Xbox, Minecraft or Terraria, Fortnite or Apex, we must unite. In this crisis, the 

majority of the country and the world are stick inside and will be for months to come. And when they are limited to 

what they can do at home, we need to step in. We need to try new games and make other people who have maybe 

never played a game in their life feel welcome in our community. If you have a friend who isn’t an avid gamer, 

suggest some good games for them spend some time with them on some online games. 

 

    Whether you play CoD or Titanfall, Halo or Switchblade, teach these newbies how to play. They might get so 

attached to the game that they may never want to stop playing and might always be playing with you, even after the 

pandemic! Don’t you think it will be boring spending the rest of these four or five months playing Minecraft by 

yourself or having to constantly replay the Spiderman campaign because none of your friends play your favourite 

online games? 

 

     Obviously, you cannot spend all of your time on these games. As much as you love it, you need to spend a lot 

more time with your family. You’re going to be stuck with them for a long time- so you may as well make the most of 

it! Maybe play some actual physical games with them, like board games, or charades! 

  

Not all games that aren’t on a console are horrible. 

 

Finally, Ms Harrison was very impressed with this piece of persuasive writing by Joe Atkinson. 

 

Why is the coronavirus getting worse? Because we the people are not doing the one basic thing we need to. Stay at 

home. We can reduce the cases drastically if we stay home, so are your three daily runs really more important than 

100’s of people’s lives? The stupid, selfish actions of people going to the shops for snacks is wrecking the NHS. We 

are running out of ventilators and PPE’s (Personal Protective Equipment) for hospitals around the UK. We have had 

to set up the Nightingale hospital as London hospitals are overrun. There are 22141 cases in the UK alone, yet people 

refuse to listen to the medical advice. Your grandparents were called to war and they fought, you are called to sit on 

your sofa, and you fight the government about that.   

 

Most shops have had to put limits on basic essentials. The most bought items are toilet roll and rice. It will be 3 

months maximum, not three years. At Aldi two days ago, there were 40 people in and 38 bought toilet roll. It is 

disgusting. People who work shifts for the NHS are being left with no essentials, while some people have bought 40 
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bags of pasta. Do you need all that? Or are you just overreacting? Problematic people push everything over the 

edge. 

 

You need to stay away. You need to stay safe. You need to stay home. If you are currently listening to the 

governments advice and staying at home, only leaving for essential shopping and 1 exercise period a day, I’d like to 

thank you. It’s because of you that the spread of the virus is slowing. It’s because of you that we can beat this virus. 

It’s because of you making that small change, the whole country will make a big change in stopping the spread. 

 

If you are stuck in self-isolation, do not fret, for people aged 10 to 40, there is only a 3% mortality rate. That is 10x 

less than cancer and other diseases. I can’t stress the point to not panic or worry. Stay away. Stay home. Stay safe. 

That is all we need to do to leap past this hurdle as a nation. As a team. 

 

Home Learning - Excellence in History 

Year 9 are currently learning about the Second 

World War in history as we approach the 75th 

anniversary of VE Day on 8th May.  Students are 

continuing to study this at home, including looking 

at interpretations on the evacuation of British 

troops from Dunkirk – which could be seen as both 

a victory and a defeat.  To make a judgement on 

this, students examined the background to Dunkirk, 

what actually happened and the consequences.  

They were then asked to complete a biased piece of writing.  

 

 Charlotte Williams (9S) wrote this excellent speech from the perspective of the British Prime Minister: 

To my country, we have seen the bravery of these young men over the past week and a half. They have shown 

courage, bravery and most of all dedication to our wonderful country. Most of our army had been stranded in France 

on the beaches and we knew a plan was needed as we needed our army back, so I came up with a plan. My plan was 

to evacuate our troops to Britain by ship. However, as there were not enough boats in the Royal Navy to carry all the 

men, all sorts of ships were used, even pleasure steamers and fishing boats, kindly gifted to us by anyone who had 

ships to help and the wonderful people of our country did.  

 

Despite having many setbacks while trying to recover our men like the stupid Hitler and his stupid German army 

bombing our troops and just getting in our way. But eventually we managed to evacuate 338, 226 troops. However, 

the reality was 68,000 of our British men died or were missing. And even though heavy equipment was left behind 

including: 2500 anti-aircraft and field guns; 11,000 machine guns; 75,000 vehicles; 474 aeroplanes we managed to 

get our men back and that is the main thing.  

 

Finally, I would like to thank the brave heroism of our British men who have cooperated with us the whole time they 

were stranded in France. Even though we lost a fair few men and I send my dear condolences to their families, we did 

it and that is what I want to reflect on today.  

Thank You – Winston Churchill the Prime Minister of Great Britain.  
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Home Learning - Excellence in Arts and Sports 

Outstanding Performance  

 

Competition between the brothers – Keano and Bayley Wassall. 

Before the Easter break Keano Wassall (Year 8) and Bayley Wassell (Year 9) 

demonstrated the competitive side of keeping active and healthy. Keano and 

Bayley are brothers who have been competing against each other in fitness 

challenges at home over the past few weeks. As the pictures show, they 

have been competing on the treadmill, rowing machine and also in table 

tennis to maintain their fitness levels. There is no evidence of who won 

these competitions, but we will hopefully find out soon. 

 

When completing fitness activities of sporting activities at home why 

not try to compete against your brothers/sisters or parents to create 

a competitive side to your exercise, this is proven to make you 

perform at higher levels and enjoy taking part in exercise. 

 

Stretching to the max – Holy Dewsnap Year 7 

Over the Easter break, Holly 

Dewsnap in Year 7 has been 

maintaining her fitness levels through dance and 

gymnastics exercises. She has extraordinary levels of 

flexibility to get into the split position as seen in the 

pictures here. Holly performed these routines to 

maintain her levels of flexibility to ensure she is 

ready to go back to perform at Stage Box as soon as 

she can. 

 

Stretching exercises and yoga exercises are proven to 

be very good forms of exercise to improve physical 

and mental health. Why not give some stretching routines a go by searching on 

YouTube ‘yoga for beginners’ and performing the routines to improve your 

flexibility and fitness? 

 

Luke Jones in Year 7 completed his work 

out and took pictures of him completing 

every exercise. Here he is doing two of his most difficult exercises, press ups 

and the 2-minute plank. 
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This week in PE lessons pupils were given a ‘Spell your name’ workout routine where they had to spell their name 

using the exercise chart and complete all the exercises in that order. Three pupils stood out this week for the 

exceptional work.   

 

Matthew Kitchin in Year 7 took a different spin on the ‘Spell your name’ challenge and actually spelt his name by 

getting into different positions to show his levels of flexibility. Matthew has shown a very good level of creativity 

here.  

 

 

 

 

 

Finally, Annabelle Atherton in Year 8 turned into a fitness instructor for her whole family. She used the work out 

chart and created work outs for her whole family including Mum, Dad, Sister, Grandma, Aunties, Uncles and cousins. 

Not only did she do the exercises to improve her own health and fitness, but she also helped and inspired her family 

to improve their fitness and health, an outstanding achievement. 

 

PE department – Request for photos 

The PE department would be delighted if students would send in any photographs of them taking part in exercise at 

home, whether it be in the living room or in the garden. We would love to see pupils taking part in sports, sports 

challenges or fitness activities like Bayley, Keano and Holly have done over the last few weeks. 

Please can pupils send their pictures to Mr Miller, Mrs Dodd or Mr Doodson. 

Stay safe, stay home and keep active. 

 

Exercise to complete at home – on your own or as a family  

Jump Work out. 

Complete the power/jump training workout on the poster 

below, there are 6 exercises to complete. Try to complete the 6 

exercises 2 or 3 times and have a 30 second rest after each 

exercise. Each day add 2-3 more reps – see the daily routine 

below. 

 

Daily Routine  

Monday – Complete 10 reps of each. 

Tuesday – Complete 12 reps of each. 

Wednesday – Compete 15 reps of each. 

Thursday – Complete – 18 reps of each. 

Friday – Complete 20 reps of each. 
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Home Learning – Virtual Theatre Trip 

On the evening of Thursday 2nd April, GCSE Drama students were invited to take 

part in a theatre trip of a very different kind. 

 

The National Theatre at Home is now showing one of their amazing productions 

every Thursday evening on this evening it was the turn of the hilarious “One Man, 

Two Guvnors” starring James Corden. 

 

The students were invited to join a Microsoft Teams group to enjoy meeting for a 

chat about the show beforehand, during the interval and afterwards. Many 

students joined to share their thoughts on the slapstick comedy based on a classic 

piece of Comedia Dell’Arte.  Mrs Ryan was excited to be able to still speak to her 

students and find out their thoughts on the show.  

 

Elli Le Duc tuned in and said it was, “the only theatre I can go to in my 

pyjamas!” 

 

Ellis Hodgson loved the physical comedy and said, “the waiter is so funny!  

Ms Hodgkins agreed and loved the audience interaction. 

 

Another student excited to see the show was Emma Lowry who said, “I 

really enjoyed watching this play, it's really funny and I'm glad I got the 

chance to watch it. I really like the songs in it as well.” 

 

Nyah Brennan thought that, “One Man, Two Guvnors was hilarious and 

engaging, James Corden skilfully incorporated comedy with impromptu 

acting. I especially loved his monologue ‘I can’t stop thinking about chips’ 

which made him a lovable and relatable character.” 

 

Mrs Ryan loved it and said, “It was wonderful to have a communal 

experience again and to be brought together by theatre. Just knowing 

that the students were laughing at the same silly moments and were able to 

share this afterwards in Teams chat. I can’t wait till next week and the classic 

Jane Eyre.  I also can’t wait until I can take the students to the actual theatre 

again- it’s something I now know not to take for granted!”  

 

Since then students have continued to join Mrs Ryan in the 

Virtual Theatre group room on Thursday evenings for both Jane 

Eyre and Treasure Island. Izabelle Neild and Mrs Ryan both 

agreed that they loved the anachronistic use of modern pop 

songs in Jane Eyre. Whilst Max Moreland thought the set for 

Treasure Island was incredible and was keen to do a backstage tour to find out how it all 

worked! If you would like the code to join out virtual theatre trip on a Thursday evening 

just contact Mrs Ryan. Front 

row seats guaranteed!            
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Holly Dewsnap – Redgrave College 

  
I am a member of STAGEBOX, this is a company which involves singing, dancing and acting. 

  

During lockdown and the Easter holidays, STAGEBOX have been able to provide us with workshops that took place 

twice a day (from Monday 6th to Wednesday 8th), then on the last day, the 9th, we had three workshops. These 

workshops were led by creatives from London to New York! The workshops involved audition tips, dancing 

techniques and drama skills, and all of the hosts of these meetings were well-known on Broadway and the West End. 

Throughout the week, I was lucky enough to meet: Marisha Wallace, Broadway and West End star; Sarah O'Gleby, 

Broadway choreographer; Alan Bradshaw, resident director of 'School Of Rock' the musical; Natalie Weiss, a well-

known musical artist; Steven Carlile and Emily Kempson, Broadway's 'Lion King' director and actor; Christy Altomare, 

lead in Broadway's 'Anastasia'; Carley Stenson and Danny Mac, West End stars; Jordan Murphy, resident director of 

'Mary Poppins' and; Harriet Watson, Shekinah Mcfarlane, Lauren Drew, Maddison Bulleyment, Lauren Byrne and 

Jennifer Caldwell from the cast of SIX the musical on tour! This was such a fun experience and I really enjoyed it. 

  

As well as all of the workshops, the company came together to create a video to thank all of the NHS and the key 

workers. We also created a picture to hold up before we started singing. In the video, we are singing 'You Will Be 

Found' from 'Dear Evan Hansen' the musical. 

  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGZW1thnV-8&feature=youtu.be 

 

Life Skills 
 

All students are being set their Life Skills work by their form mentor on 

a Wednesday. Each week there is opportunity for discussion within the household about 

important life skills and topics. There is no requirement for students to submit written 

evidence of these discussions, but they may do so if they wish. 

  

The topics to be discussed in Life Skills next week will be; 

  

Year 7 ‘Healthy Minds’ – Body image 

Year 8 ‘Moneysense’– Understanding payment cards 

Year 9 ‘Being independent’- Understanding payslips 

Year 10 ‘Sexual bullying and equality’ – Sexual harassment 

  

I thank all families in advance for their support in assisting us with the personal development of each student. For 

further information regarding the weekly Life Skills activities, please contact your child’s form tutor in the first 

instance. For any other queries regarding the Life Skills curriculum, please contact Mrs R Harrison 

at r.harrison@mossleyhollins.com 

 

 Year 8 Progress Reports 
 

 Year 8 progress reports will be issued next week. Due to COVID-19 our normal Parents’ Evening will not take place, 

however if you have any concerns about your child’s progress you should, in the first instance, contact your child’s 

form tutor.  

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=JGZW1thnV-8&feature=youtu.be
mailto:r.harrison@mossleyhollins.com
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Year 9 PRIDE Award Winners 
 
Due to various changes to the assembly rota and then the interruptions caused by COVID-19 we unfortunately never 

had chance to reward our Year 9 PRIDE winners for their amazing achievements during the January/February half 

term. The winners can now be announced, and you will be receiving your reward in the post soon. The winners of 

the £10 Pride Awards are as follows: 

 

9M – Chanelle Figgins and Alexander Dyke 

90 -   Isla Hadfield and James Broadbent 

9S -   Emelia Walker and Sam Sandiford 

9L -   Tamsin Daly and Luke Mellor 

9E -   Lucy McCormick and Joshua Hainsworth 

9Y – Ahlam Ali and Bayley Wassall 

 

Virtual Peer Mentoring 

  
Some of our fantastic Year 10 students have offered to carry on with their peer mentoring duties virtually.  They 

would like to support any students in Year 7-9 who are finding it difficult to adapt to this new way of working.  They 

will keep in touch via email or Teams offering tips on organisation, keeping motivated and support with work set by 

teachers.  If you think that your child would benefit from this support, please get in touch with your child’s head of 

year in the first instance. If you are a Year 10 student and would like to offer your support, please get in touch with 

Mr Wilson or Mrs Din. 

 

Year 11- Class of 2020- GCSE Grades  
  

You will be aware of the correspondence we sent you from Ofqual explaining how GCSE grades will be processed this 

year. 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/880540/Summ

er_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents_FINAL_UPDATED_21APR2020.pdf 

We are already working hard to ensure we take into account the progress students have made in each subject to 

ensure we report reliable data to the Department for Education.  

The process we have to follow as a school is laid out by Ofqual which makes it clear that we are not able to discuss 

individual grades with students or families.   

I am aware you, or your child may have general questions about the process. If you do have any queries, please 

contact Mr Wells, g.wells@mossleyhollins.com.  

  

Year 11: Continuing with their Studies 

 
We hope that Year 11 students are looking ahead to the next phase of their learning, but we still see you as our 

students. We are currently setting work for year 11 in order to allow them to continue with their current studies, in 

preparation for their next educational phase. Extended work is now available, which extends their learning more 

closely towards A’ level work, from next week on the website and via Insight. If students have chosen to study 

subjects at A’ level, this work will allow them to explore and research independently, in preparation for their college 

studies. Students may choose to do this work, dependent on the choices they have made for college. Please stay 

https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/880540/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents_FINAL_UPDATED_21APR2020.pdf
https://assets.publishing.service.gov.uk/government/uploads/system/uploads/attachment_data/file/880540/Summer_2020_grades_for_GCSE_AS_A_level_guidance_for_teachers_students_parents_FINAL_UPDATED_21APR2020.pdf
mailto:g.wells@mossleyhollins.com
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Your teachers would be delighted to hear from you, and to know how your studies are going, as well as support you 

with your continued learning. If you have any queries, please do not hesitate to contact Ms Riddy.  

 

Year 11    Subject Work is Set    

 

 

Students to select which subjects to 

continue with: according to their next 

phase of learning.   

 

 

There is also a dedicated area for year 

11 on the website, which has specific 

subject- based work leading to A level 

study.  

 

Monday Science - 2 tasks per week 

Technology - 2 tasks per week 

Tuesday  Spanish – 2 tasks per week  

PE and Sport – 2 tasks per week  

Wednesday  English – 2 tasks per week 

RS – 2 tasks per week 

Thursday  History – 2 tasks per week 

Performing Arts – 2 tasks per week 

Friday  Maths – 2 tasks per week 

Geography – 2 tasks per week 

 

Nightingale College (Year 11)- Leavers Hoodies  
  
Leavers hoodies are available to purchase for Year 11 students as a memento of their time at Mossley Hollins. If 
any Nightingale students would like to order a leavers hoodie, please visit our website www.mossleyhollins.com and 
follow the link to our online school shop which can be found under ‘News, Calendar and Events’ from the homepage. 
 
Alternatively, you can go straight to the following 
link: https://www.schoolleaverscompany.co.uk/leavers-hoodies-login and use the 
following login details to access the shop:  
 
USERNAME: SL49102  
PASSWORD: 49102moss  
  
All orders placed will be delivered to your home address.  
 
Please note that the online school shop will close on Tuesday, 19th May 2020. No 
orders will be accepted after this date.  
 
 

Spanish Educational Trip and Bushcraft Trip 
 

Due to uncertainly around COVID-19 it is now clear that neither of these trips will go ahead. We have been offered 

alternative dates but it is unlikely these could be accommodated so we will shortly be requesting a full refund from 

the companies who organised the trips.  

As soon as this is received we will arrange a reimbursement. Thank you for your patience in this matter.  

http://www.mossleyhollins.com/
https://www.schoolleaverscompany.co.uk/leavers-hoodies-login
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The Oxford Computational Thinking Challenge 

On Thursday, 5th March 2020 some students who finished in the top 10% nationally of the Bebras Computational 

Thinking Assessment took part in the 2020 Oxford Computing Challenge.  The results from this national competition 

have now been released and we are very proud to announce that some of our students gained Merits or 

Distinctions. 

 

Brooke Bamford – Merit, Maisie Knott – Merit, Jonathan O’Mara 

– Merit, David Beeley – Distinction 

 

We are very proud of all the students who took part.  

 

Thank you, Mr Chalmers  

 

Autism Research into Practice 

Please find below information we have received regarding a free online event aimed at students with autism and 

their families/caregivers. If you would like to take part in this event please contact admin@mossleyhollins.com for 

the application form.  

 

Message for students with concerns 
 

Mrs Din would like to remind our students of how to get in touch if they have any concerns that they need to raise.  

This can be done by emailing their head of year or form mentor, or by sending a message via Teams to their form 

mentor/head of year.  If students would like to raise concerns confidentially, rather than via email, they can use the 

“confide” link, which can be found on the school website (Students – Confide), this will then send a message to the 

safeguarding team in school who will respond. 

mailto:admin@mossleyhollins.com
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Home Learning Opportunity– BBC Young Reporters 
 

We all know that the current coronavirus situation is having an impact on everyone, and the Young Reporter Team at 

BBC News is particularly keen to ensure the specifics of how it is affecting young people is amongst the stories they 

share with wider audiences. You can be involved too. 

 

 

The BBC have created a special online uploader to 

enable 11-18 year olds to contact the BBC – 

via BBC Young Reporter - securely by text, video or 

using audio and suggest a story idea or pose a 

question you think they should be asking the 

experts. 

 

In these unprecedented times when young people 

are adapting to a ‘new normal’- getting used to not 

being in school, being unable to physically spend 

time with friends or do wider activities, and for 

some the additional confusion of no exams as planned and uncertainty of what lies ahead – the BBC want to hear 

the insights and unique experiences of young people across the UK. 

 

If you want to learn more or if you are keen to get involved visit https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/52134769 or contact 

Ms. O’Donnell at m.odonnell@mossleyhollins.com  

 

For safeguarding purposes, the young person will need to provide contact details for a parent/guardian so the BBC 

can liaise with them directly in the first instance. Get sharing your stories! 

 

Home Learning Opportunity - Calling all Year 7 Rockstars 

Want to prove which form really is the best? Can you lead 

your form to victory as the MVP? 

Now is your chance! 

 

Each week forms will be competing head to head in a 

tournament to see which form really has the best Times 

Tables Rock Stars! 

 

The first session was Wednesday this week. 

 

The Battles will run for an entire week, at the end of which 

each winning form will be announced with an MVP (Most 

valuable player) and a league table will be shared. At the end of 7 week’s we will have an overall champion. 

 

Due to there being 7 forms, each form will have one week where they are not in a battle but this will be your training 

week so you can brush up on your times tables and speed. 

 

https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/52134769
https://www.bbc.co.uk/send/u43596387
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/education-46131593
https://www.bbc.co.uk/news/52134769
mailto:m.odonnell@mossleyhollins.com
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Here is the first set of battles: 

7O vs 7M 

7E vs 7S1 

7Y vs 7S2 

This week will be 7L's training week. 

 

To compete in the battles you will need to log on to www.ttrockstars.com  

 

Times Tables Rock Stars 

In either paper form or online, Times Tables Rock Stars is a carefully sequenced programme of daily times 

tables practice. Each week concentrates on a different times table, with a recommended consolidation week 

for rehearsing the tables that have recently been practised every third week or so. 

www.ttrockstars.com 

 

Your username and password will be sent to you (by either Mr Frost or your form mentor.) 

 

Optional Enriching Activities for Year 10 Students  
 

Strengthen your child’s memory of their GCSE English Literature exam texts. 

To ensure that your child has the best knowledge and understanding of the two texts that they have studied so far in 

their GCSE English Literature lessons, our English team are recommending that Y10 students, where possible, re-read 

these texts to accelerate their progression. The texts that Y10 students have studied so far are either Romeo and 

Juliet or Macbeth by William Shakespeare or Lord of the Flies by William Golding or Blood Brothers by Willy Russell.  

  

The benefits of re-reading these texts include: 

·         Improved confidence with the texts. 

·         Robust knowledge of the characters/plot/setting/themes. 

·         Stronger memory of key events and the sequence of the narrative/play. 

·         Better memory of significant quotations. 

·         Greater empathy with the characters. 

·         Deeper affiliation with the writers’ messages. 

·         Resilience with a variety of complex exam questions. 

·         Greater familiarity with the context of these texts. 

·         Deeper love for these wonderful texts. 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.ttrockstars.com/
https://www.ttrockstars.com/
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Home Learning Opportunity– Science investigation 
 

“Science at home” project 2 – Are you up for the challenge? 

BAKING SODA POWERED BOAT 

Apparatus 

 Empty water bottle – small 

 Baking Soda 

 Kitchen roll or tissue 

 Scissors 

 Straw 

 Vinegar 

 Tape 

 Bath or large container 

 Water 

 Baking soda boat 

 

Method 

1. Pierce a hole in the non-lid end of the water bottle and poke the straw through (approx. a third of the 

straw). Tape around the gap to prevent air escaping and keep the straw in place. 

2. Carefully pour some vinegar into the bottle and replace the lid. 

3. Pour some baking soda onto a small piece of kitchen roll and roll it up. 

4. Stand over your water, stuff the tissue wrapped baking soda into the bottle and quickly add the lid. 

5. Place in the water and watch it go. 

 

The Science bit 

Vinegar (an acid) and bicarbonate of soda (an alkali) react together to neutralise each other. This reaction releases 

carbon dioxide a gas which is the bubbles you see. 

The force of the movement of the carbon dioxide backwards causes a reaction force which pushes the boat 

forwards. 

Can you think of any other forces which might affect the movement of the boat? How about wind? Or movement of 

the water if it was disturbed as the boat was placed onto it.  

 

Don’t forget to take a photograph of your boat and email it to Miss Walton (s.walton@mossleyhollins.com) to 

appear in next week’s newsflash! 

 

Home Learning Opportunity 

Getting in touch with nature - A Springtime Challenge 

  
Scientific evidence increasingly tells us that spending time in the outdoors, getting in touch with nature, is good for 

our mental and physical health. Not only that, but when we start to notice the world around us, we value it more 

and take a greater interest in caring for it. 

  

Starting this week, the English Department is asking Year 7 to challenge themselves as part of their animal poetry 

unit to take part in one of several activities, which encourage them to get in touch with nature. However, you don’t 

just have to be in Year 7 to participate! Perhaps you have a younger brother or sister with whom you could complete 
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the challenge, or just want to have a go yourself. If you are lucky enough to have a garden, outdoor space, or are just 

going for a walk, check out some of these wildlife challenges with your family over the next few weeks. Perhaps 

these will inspire you to come up with your own activities! We would love you to share your photos and/or ideas in 

the Newsflash. 

  

https://www.rspb.org.uk/ : Complete a daily national birdwatch in your garden, learn about birdsong or try a ‘daily 

Wild Challenge’ which will help you get involved with and support nature. 

 

https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/looking-after-yourself-and-nature : Make a bird feeder, build a hedgehog home, 

make a mini nature reserve, learn how to feed butterflies, try wildlife themed yoga, or grow some plants! 

 

https://www.wwf.org.uk/things-to-do-home : Connect with nature using an ID app, take a fun quiz about our world, 

take part in a webinar and learn more about the Earth. 

  

In these difficult times and with Earth Day this week (Wednesday 22nd April), why not get involved? 

 

Mrs Michell 

  

Filmosophy – Enhancing understanding of Religious Studies and Life Skills 
 

Please see below some films suggestions, which will encourage students to think about and discuss issues relating to 

their studies in both Religious Studies and Life Skills. These films and television programmes are suggestions which 

should be watched with parent’s permission and after checking appropriate guidance regarding their 

classifications. 

 

Film/Programme Title Enriches learning about: 

Inside Out Life Skills: Mental Health 

The Chronicles of Narnia: The Lion, the 

Witch and the Wardrobe 

RS: Christianity, salvation and resurrection 

The Good Place RS: Heaven, hell and morality 

Prince of Egypt RS: Judaism (Passover) 

Moses RS: Judaism (Passover) 

The Impossible RS: Nature of God, evil and suffering 

Modern Family Life Skills: Nature and role of the family, different family types 

The Boy in the Striped Pyjamas RS: Evil and Suffering, Judaism 

The Two Popes RS: Christianity 

Hajj: The Greatest Journey on Earth RS: Islam 

Slumdog Millionaire RS: Wealth and Poverty 

Bruce Almighty RS: Nature of God, prayer 

Bend it like Beckham RS and Life Skills: Sikhism, diversity, prejudice and discrimination 

My Sister’s Keeper RS: Suffering 

Four Weddings and a Funeral RS and Life Skills: Weddings, committed relationships, types of 

commitment, funeral rites 

The Pursuit of Happiness RS and Life Skills: What it means to be happy, wealth and poverty 

 

https://www.rspb.org.uk/
https://www.wildlifetrusts.org/looking-after-yourself-and-nature
https://www.wwf.org.uk/things-to-do-home
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Home Learning Opportunity–This week on the Geoggle-Box 

Thank you for those of you getting in touch to say you have watched one of our suggestions to further your 

geographical knowledge and understanding!  

 

** For further information on each of these productions please do take time to review any age ratings, warnings or detail of content in greater detail. 

If you have any questions, or recommendations, please don’t hesitate to contact Miss Hodgkins. 

r.hodgkins@mossleyhollins.com  

Keep an eye out for what is on the Geoggle-box next week! 

Food Challenge One- Winners 
 

Thank you and well done to all the students, parents and staff who entered the Mossley Hollins Food Challenge 

before Easter. There were so many entries and fabulous photographs of you all making and presenting your dishes.  

 

This week’s winners are: 

  

 

 

 

 

Emily Fletcher 

Amber Webster 

Jack Hartley 

 

 

Year 7: Seven worlds, One planet BBC iPlayer 

David Attenborough reviews some of the most incredible rich and wonderful 

diversity of life found on our planet’s seven unique continents. 

 

Year 8: Global cities – The rise of Urban Networks – YouTube 

In just a few decades, our urban fabric is undergoing rapid transformation. 

Today’s urbanisation is unprecedented in speed and scale.   

 

Year 9: Climate Change: Europe’s melting glaciers - YouTube 

The dangers of melting glaciers in the alps are rising as tons of ice melts. Every 

year, climate change is destroying two of the currently 70km2 of glaciers left in 

the alps.   

 

mailto:r.hodgkins@mossleyhollins.com
https://www.bbc.co.uk/iplayer/episode/m000ctbn/seven-worlds-one-planet-continents-of-wonder
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=V-4oMnmu47Q
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=K9MaGf-Su9I
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You have all won a voucher which will be emailed to you, congratulations and good luck with challenge 3. 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Emily’s Scones 

Amber’s Scones and wedges 

Jack’s Scones and wedges 
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Mossley Hollins High School’s ‘Cooking at Home Competition’ 

 

Each week the Technology faculty will be challenging students and their families to cook 

at home.  

 

Please send photographs of your entries to h.duncan@mossleyhollins.com and we will 

judge and share the winners in our newsflash each week.  

 

Good luck. 

Please feel free to experiment and use your own family recipes for each challenge.  

 

Challenge 3 

You can enter one or both recipes. 

Savoury- Chicken Nuggets 

Sweet- Scotch Pancakes 
 

Chicken Nuggets 

 

 

Method 

1. Place chicken on the chopping board.  Using a vegetable knife, cut down the centre and 

then across into chunks that can fit on to your fork. 

 

 

 

2. Grate the cheese using a cheese grater on to a plate.  Place the cheese into the large 

mixing bowl with the herbs and breadcrumbs.  Mix well with a wooden spoon. 

3. Place the flour onto the plate. 

 

4.  Crack the egg into the small bowl.  Beat the egg with the fork. 

 

5.  Set up area as shown below. 

 

 

 

   

 Chopping board               Plate                Small bowl          Large bowl           Baking tray 

         chicken                       flour                       egg              breadcrumbs 

Ingredients 

2 chicken breast 

50g Cheddar cheese, grated 

1 tsp. mixed herbs 

3 slices of wholemeal bread 

1 tbsp. plain flour (optional) 

1 egg, beaten 

Equipment  

Plate Chopping board 

Large mixing bowl Vegetable knife 

Tablespoon Small plate 

Fork Small bowl 

Tongs  Wooden spoon 

Baking tray Grater 

mailto:h.duncan@mossleyhollins.com
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6.  Take your chicken pieces and add to the flour, covering each piece well.  Using tongs, 

lift each piece of chicken and place in the egg to coat, and then roll in the breadcrumbs 

mixture until well coated.  Place on the baking tray.  Repeat until all chicken pieces have 

been coated.  

7. The oven will have been pre-heated to 200˚C / Gas Mark 6 for you. 

Place your baking try into the oven and cook for approximately 15 minutes.  Cut one 

nugget in half to check that they are fully cooked (not pink). 

 

 Scotch pancakes 

If you fancy making these pancakes at home, simply follow the recipe below! 

Please ensure that you always follow the safety instructions , and have an  

adult to supervise you. 

 

Ingredients 

125g Self-raising flour 

1 tbsp. Caster sugar 

1 Egg 

180ml Milk 

100g Fruit, e.g. blueberries, banana, 

raspberries, sultanas 

 

 

 

Method 

1. Using a chopping board and a vegetable knife, chop the fruit into small chunks or keep whole 

(depending on size of fruit).  

2. Sieve the flours into the large mixing bowl and add the sugar.  Stir with a wooden spoon. 

3. Measure the milk in a measuring jug.  Add the egg and whisk with a fork. 

4. Add the egg and milk into the flour mixture, little at a time, and whisk to a smooth lump-free 

batter using the whisk.  Add any dried fruit or blueberries (if using). 

5. Pour back into the measuring jug.  Use the spatula to scrape the bowl. 

6. Brush the frying pan with oil and heat.  

7. Pour in two 15ml tablespoons of mixture for each pancake.  Make one at a time. 

8. Cook until bubbles appear on the surface and then turn suing the fish slice. 

9. Cook the underside of the pancake for one minute, or until golden brown. 

10. Transfer to a plate and serve with the fruit. 

 

 

Insight and Microsoft Teams Tutorial 

In newsflash 25 and newsflash 27 we included tutorials on how to use Insight and Microsoft Teams. The tutorials can 

be found here- 

Insight: http://www.mossleyhollins.com/newsflash--friday-20th-march-2020/  

Microsoft Teams: http://www.mossleyhollins.com/newsflash--friday-3rd-april-2020/38626.html 

 If you are unsure of your Insight login, you should contact r.judge@mossleyhollins.com.   

 

Equipment 

 Chopping board Vegetable knife 

Weighing scales Large mixing bowl 

Sieve Fork 

Measuring jug  Whisk 

Wooden spoon Tablespoon 

Spatula Frying pan 

Fish slice Plate 

http://www.mossleyhollins.com/newsflash--friday-20th-march-2020/37816.html
http://www.mossleyhollins.com/newsflash--friday-3rd-april-2020/38626.html
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Safeguarding students online 
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Ever Thought About A Career in Teaching?  Even at this time?  Great… 
 
Ever thought about a career in Teaching? 

 

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at Mossley Hollins High School through 

School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Teaching School Alliance 

and the University of Cumbria? 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, 

History, Maths and MFL. 

 

School Direct allows schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial 

Teacher Education) provider of teacher training they want to work with and agree 

the content and focus of the training. 

Bursaries are available! 

 

For further information please contact d.webster@mossleyhollins.com 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options 

 

 

 

 

 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options

