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Friday 26th March 2021 
 

Virtual Character Pillars Awards Celebration 
 

Today we celebrate the achievements of over 120 Year 7 and 8 pupils who 

between them are achieving over 200 Character Pillar badges.  

 

Congratulations to each one of you on your resilience and independence in 

achieving these awards during challenging times.  

 

“The function of education is to teach one to think intensively and to think 

critically. Intelligence plus character – that is the goal of true education” –

Martin Luther King, Jr.  

 

Please click here to view our virtual awards presentation.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7M 7O 7S1 

7L 7S2 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=oHddU6RCYrg


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

7E 7Y 

8X1 8X2 

8Y1 8Y2 8Z1 

8Z2 8Z3 



 

Message from Mrs Din 
 

Covid-19 in Tameside 

 

I would like thank families for their support in supporting school in limiting the risk of transmission.  We are all very 

much hoping that we can begin to get back to some sort of normality with the lifting of restrictions from Mid-April.  

However, this will only be possible if we continue to follow all of the national guidance until then.   

 

We are very impressed with the way in which students continue to uphold the high expectations in school, frequent 

hand-sanitisation, using anti-bacterial wipes on their own workstation at the beginning of each lesson, wearing 

masks in classrooms and around school, and maintaining their bubbles.  We have a large number of students 

registering the results of their home tests each week, but not all students are doing so.  Please may I remind you to 

register the results (positive, negative and void) with the NHS and with school, this can be done via our school 

website. Click here.  

 

We are still in a very fragile situation and we must all keep going in sticking to the rules and working together to 

protect our community. It is really important to continue to play your part, and not risk throwing away everyone’s 

efforts over the last weeks to reduce infections. The government has said lockdown restrictions will only ease if 

infection rates are kept under control. This will be led by the data rather than dates. Delays on being able to meet 

with family and friends; businesses, venues and shops reopening; and returning to doing the things we love, are the 

last thing that any of us want. 

 

It has been really tough for everyone, it is hard not being able to be out with friends in the evening and weekends, 

but if we all stick to the rules, it is more likely that we will stay on track for restrictions to be lifted in line with the 

rest of the country.   

 

Please see attached a letter (here) from Dr Jeanelle de Gruchy, Director of Population Health which further explains 

the need for us to continue to follow the current restrictions.  

 

Thank you for all your support, by working together we can continue to keep our school and wider community safe.  

 

 

Student Laptops 
 

We are still awaiting the return of some laptops loaned to students at the start of this term. These are now required 

urgently in school so that we can provide laptops to students for learning when in the school building. If your child 

has a laptop please ensure it is brought into school next week. 

School Equipment 

 

Coming to school ready to learn is the most important thing that every child does each day. Being ready to learn 

means that the correct books and equipment must be ready in bags and homework completed in readiness for the 

lessons that day. Our Mossley Hollins uniform, must be clean, smart and correctly worn without fail so that there are 

no distractions to the learning process.  

 

https://www.mossleyhollins.com/student--lateral-flow-testing/62061.html
https://www.mossleyhollins.com/media/documents/user-uploads/4BD41D1A-E5B4-7388-2317E0A6391F9CB7.pdf


 

 We would like to remind students of the compulsory equipment which must be brought to school each day. As a 

minimum, students should bring:  

• two pens (black or blue)  

• a pencil  

• a rubber  

• a ruler (30cm rigid type is the best)  

• a DEAR book  

• their student planner and their good manners card  

• their exercise book required for the lessons that day  

 

 In line with school expectations and with our risk assessment to limit the risk of the transmission of COVID, please 

may we remind families that children must wear their coloured lanyards over their uniform every day as this helps us 

to ensure that they are in the correct zone for their bubble at all times.  If students fail to bring their lanyard into 

school, it will result in a NUHOPE. Replacement lanyards may be purchased before school start from the main 

reception for one pound. 

 

Character Development at Mossley Hollins 
 

Blue Peter music badge by Amber Earls 8E 

As part of my character pillars graduate, I decided to apply for my music Blue Peter 

badge. 

When I was 6 years old, I was given a keyboard for Christmas and developed an 

interest in learning to play. I started lessons with a family friend and really enjoyed it, 

I started to learn to read music and my Dad had a guitar, so I thought I would try and 

play that too. After a little while I found a teacher who taught both guitar and piano 

and this is the person I have lessons with now. I am going to be siting my grade three 

exams in May this year. I won the trophy for playing guitar at the Ramsbottom music 

festival last year. This year the entry is via video, I am waiting for the results now and 

am hopeful. 

Also at this time, I took an interest in brass instruments and joined Dobcross Youth 

band playing the tenor horn. I have since moved bands and play for St.John’s Mossley 

junior band. I am also a member of the Mossley Hollins band, which I really enjoy. 

Over Christmas a group of musical friends and neighbours and I joined up to play 

some Christmas songs around Mossley and raised over £90 for cancer research. 

The Blue Peter badge for music was something that I was interested in. In the 

application I explained that I played three musical instruments and that I have 

performed in concerts and zoom concerts while playing my instruments. I printed off 

the form and filled it out, posted it off and waited. Around two weeks later I received 

my badge in the post with a personalised letter; I learnt that Ed Sheeran designed the 

badge! 

Achieving the badge will allow me free entry into many places such as Blackpool Zoo Park, The 

Beetles Story, Knowsley Safari, Jodrell Bank Discovery Centre, and many other places too. 

 



 

Enriching our Student Experience: Classroom Changes  
 

If the proposed lifting of restrictions continues to go ahead on schedule, we are looking to be able to make some 

rooming changes for all classes after the Easter holiday. This is to enable students to experience their learning in 

subject-rich rooms where possible, and to benefit from being in the specific subject areas for their lessons.  We can 

only do this if students and staff continue to follow the measures in place whilst moving around the school; wearing 

their masks in the building and staying in their year bubbles outside. This will also allow us to change some of the 

groupings in year 7, who currently are taught in their form groups for all subjects. We will adhere to the streaming, 

but groups within the streams in maths and science may change.  

We will be issuing revised systems for the movement of students around school next week, including the entrance 

and exits systems. Students will be receiving assemblies next week as well to inform them of any changes we make.  

Of course, should there be any changes in the restrictions and limitations due to the number of cases rising in the 

North West, we will react appropriately to any advice or instruction we are given, meaning that we may need to 

change back to the strict zoning and bubble systems we have in place.  

Year 8 Gateway Choices  
 

Our Year 8 students will be making their Gateway choices at the end of this year, to allow them to study two subjects 

in great depth, prior to starting their GCSE/ BTEC studies. Ms Riddy (Deputy Headteacher) and Mr Taylor (Head of 

Year 8) met with a group of students to discuss 

the process and to gain ideas from the students 

about how they would like to receive 

information about choices and what 

information they would need.  

We would like to extend our thanks to the year 

8 students: Matthew Kitchin, Mae Traynor, 

Alfie Nield, Sienna Shaw and Tehya Boyce for 

taking part in the discussion. 

Their contributions to the 

discussion were thoughtful, 

insightful and beautifully 

articulated. Their ideas and 

thoughts will certainly be 

influential in how we plan and 

prepare for the Gateway 

Choices.   

 

 

Year 11 Easter Intervention 
 

This week, we have sent letters to selected students for Easter Intervention. These sessions are targeted at specific 

students to provide extra support to help them meet their target grades.  

 

 



 

MCSP Science Week 

 

Monday, 8th March saw the start of science week at both Mossley Hollins and our partner primary schools. 

Due to the current restrictions, the week began with the students in all the schools viewing an exciting video lesson 

filmed by the science teachers at Mossley Hollins.  The link to the film is here.  

 

The film contained many exciting demonstrations on the theme of energy with lots of fire and explosions!  The 

students were then encouraged to think more deeply about the science in each of the experiments.  Each of our 

primary schools had planned an amazing series of activities, projects and investigations through the week to display 

many different and exciting areas of science; these included researching famous scientists and their discoveries, 

modelling the water cycle and working with electrical circuits. 

 

Running across the week students at Mossley Hollins and our primary schools were encouraged to take part in the 

STEM Tower Challenge.  This saw students aim to build the tallest freestanding tower that could hold a marshmallow 

from spaghetti and sticky tape. Here we are sharing some of the photographs from across the schools to get a 

flavour of the exciting science work the young people across Mossley were completing. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 10 Pre-Public Examinations 
 

As you may already be aware, we made the decision to postpone the year ten Pre-Public Examinations which were 

scheduled for earlier the academic year. The new dates for the Pre-Public Examinations are Monday, 14th June- 

Friday, 25th June. All students will receive an information booklet to help them prepare for the examinations at the 

beginning of May.  

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=1UVVYV4KTCs&feature=youtu.be


 

Scientist of the Week 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Mossley Hollins in the community 
 

The Mossley Hollins litter pickers were out 

again last weekend, supporting the Mossley 

Litter Bugs in their efforts to clear the mess 

others are making. Since January 1st, local 

volunteers (including staff and students from 

the school) have filled almost 500 bin bags of litter from our 

local area! That is an unimaginable amount of rubbish, in 

only 13 weeks. 

Please consider joining the school's 

team (by contacting Miss McLaughlin) 

or the local Mossley Litter Bug group 

(on Facebook). 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Music Department Extra Curricular Activities 
Last week saw the resumption of individual 1-2-1 instrumental lessons for piano, guitar, drums, woodwind, brass and 

singing. It was great that our learners could get back to attending these specialist lessons with their visiting teachers. 

                                                

Do you want to start learning to play and instrument or sing? 

 

If the answer to this is yes then please contact Mr. Beardmore for a quick start as soon as you make the request. This 

could be an activity that your child does for the rest of their life! 

 



 

Mossley Hollins Drama Clubs 
 

Monday 3- 4pm in G03 – KS4 Drama Club 

 We are working on scripted pieces with a view to a live or streamed performance 

at the end of the year. Why not come and join us? 

 

Thursdays 3- 4pm in G03 - Whole School Production 

We are trying out different ideas before auditions take place after Easter. Everyone is 

welcome. We need actors, backstage, dancers, singers, technicians. 

 

Friday lunch times – KS3 Drama Club in the dance studio 

Years 7 and 8 students are welcome to come and join us to take part in drama games and 

improvisations.  

 

See Mrs Ryan for more details 

 

Reading for Pleasure 
 

Our first recommendation this week is …. Pride and Prejudice by Jane Austen 

 

Pride and Prejudice is set in rural England in the early 19th century, and it follows the Bennet 

family, which includes five very different sisters. Mrs. Bennet is anxious to see all her daughters 

married, especially as the modest family estate is to be inherited by Mr. Collins when Mr. Bennet 

dies. At a ball, the wealthy and newly arrived Charles Bingley takes an immediate 

interest in the eldest Bennet daughter, the beautiful and shy Jane. The encounter 

between his friend Darcy and Elizabeth is less cordial. Although Austen shows them 

intrigued by each other, she reverses the convention of first impressions: pride of rank 

and fortune and prejudice against the social inferiority of Elizabeth’s family hold Darcy 

aloof, while Elizabeth is equally fired both by the pride of self-respect and by prejudice 

against Darcy’s snobbery.  

 

The second recommedation is … The Hunger Games by Suzanne Collins 

 

In what was once North America, the Capitol of Panem maintains its 

hold on its 12 districts by forcing them each to select a boy and a girl, 

called Tributes, to compete in a nationally televised event called the 

Hunger Games. Every citizen must watch as the youths fight to the 

death until only one remains. District 12 Tribute Katniss Everdeen has 

little to rely on, other than her hunting skills and sharp instincts, in an 

arena where she must weigh survival against love.  

 

 

 

https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bennet-family
https://www.britannica.com/topic/Bennet-family
https://www.merriam-webster.com/dictionary/prejudice


 

Well done to Cara- Performer of the Month 
 

Here is a little information about this month’s performer and the music. 

 

Cara Dote (Year 9) - The last One Tonight 

Cara started to learn to play the cornet at Micklehurst All Saints primary school in class 5. She has 

made good progress since day one and came to Mossley Hollins as quite an able performer in Year 

7. Her progress has continued since she has been with us to the point that she is now one of the 

best brass players to have attended our school in the last 28 years. 

 

Cara is performing a grade 6 (Associated Board of the Royal School of Music) piece of music and will take the 

examination later this year. Pieces at this level demand a high degree of expression and interpretation to make the 

performance convincing. Cara has achieved that here. We hope you enjoy the performance, which can be viewed 

here.  

 

Excellence in Science 
 

This week year 7’s were set a homework menu task, where they were given the opportunity to complete a wide 

range of tasks. Mr Spencer started in week one by asking his students to complete a minimum of 4 points worth of 

tasks with the idea that this could be an ongoing task. There was an amazing range of homework activities submitted 

this week; including: poems, diagrams of cells and microscopes and even some fun science facts that could improve 

anyone’s general knowledge. However, it was Ava Jackson’s mammoth effort that stood out (shown below) 

completing all of the possible tasks (20 tasks / 92 points!) in just 1 week. Her motivation, effort and genuine passion 

for thinking and working scientifically is a pleasure to observe and I can’t wait to see what she can achieve here at 

Mossley Hollins and beyond. Well done Ava Jackson (7O). 

 

For their first homework of the New Year, Brooke Wright and Tylor Bailey in Y7 worked tremendously hard to show 

their understanding of the cells topic in science. Great work both, keep it up!  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=Mg06t2wQ__s


 

Year 9 Design and Technology – Memphis inspired furniture prototypes 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 8 and Year 9 Food and Technology Lessons 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Well done to the Year 9 Design and Technology 

class, for their excellent Memphis design 

movement inspired furniture. The Memphis 

Design movement was inspirational to the styles 

and products of the 1980’s. Pupils have studied 

the design movement and created their inspired 

furniture by generating design pages and 

modelling their final design.  

Year 9 students have been working with 

dessert pastry, making baked egg custard 

tarts. 

 

Year 8 students have been 

making carrot cake muffins. 

 



 

Year 7 Found Object Colour Wheel homework 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

Creative Minds 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Speakers for Schools 
 

Below is a summary of opportunities currently live on Speakers 4 Schools Experience portal, which are accessible to 

Greater Manchester young people. Click on the individual link to find out more and to register:  

 

Employer  Start date End date  Type of Placement  Opportunity Link  

Student 

App 

Deadline  

Hengistbury 

Head 
06/04/2021 06/04/2021 Virtual Insight Day 

http://www.s4snextgen.org/Opp

ortunities/View/id/1150 

26/03/2021 

Caxton 06/04/2021 06/04/2021 Virtual Work Experience 
http://www.s4snextgen.org/Opp

ortunities/View/id/1300 

06/04/2021 

Royal Military 14/04/2021 14/04/2021 Virtual Insight Day 
http://www.s4snextgen.org/Opp

ortunities/View/id/1252 

14/04/2021 

Caxton 06/04/2021 06/04/2021 Virtual Work Experience 
http://www.s4snextgen.org/Opp

ortunities/View/id/1300 

06/04/2021 

Royal Military 14/04/2021 14/04/2021 Virtual Insight Day 
http://www.s4snextgen.org/Opp

ortunities/View/id/1252 

14/04/2021 

https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=2fc4275d42&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=2fc4275d42&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=ace8a3b07d&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=ace8a3b07d&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=c5e45a58ac&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=c5e45a58ac&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=c3af257768&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=c3af257768&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=77b384e8d3&e=c5736dd0c0
https://bridgegm.us15.list-manage.com/track/click?u=f0c6997f9844e10f115781610&id=77b384e8d3&e=c5736dd0c0


 

 

Out of the comfort zone. 
Try to make the challenge 
more difficult by adding a 
higher obstacle or practicing 
double skips 

Extra-Curricular Clubs 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Arts & Sports News 
 

PE Sport Skill challenge to complete at home  

Speed Bounce and Skipping Challenge 

This week’s sport skill challenge is a Speed Bounce and Skipping 

challenge to improve speed and power in the leg muscles. The 

challenge is to complete as many kick ups as possible in 30 seconds 

without the ball touching the floor. Try to complete the challenge 

every day and work towards the following targets; Bronze – 40, Silver 

= 60 and Gold = 80 and above.  

Good luck everyone! 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 – Football and Netball Club 

This week the Year 7 pupils continued to take part in the football and 

netball club sessions after school. Please see the pictures for this 

week’s outstanding performances. 

We would like more Year 7s to take part over the next few weeks so 

please remember………..Year 7 clubs now take place on Tuesday after 

school for all groups form 3:00 – 4:00 PM. The only equipment you 

need is a pair of trainers or football boots. 



 

Year 8 Extra-curricular clubs – Football and Netball. 

This week the Year 8 pupils started to take part in extracurricular clubs for 

the first time this year. The quality of performance on show from the 

pupils was outstanding and the positive attitude that the pupils 

demonstrated in all activities was very impressive.  

We would like more Year 8s to take part over the next few weeks so please 

remember…….8X and 8Y football is on Monday, Year 8X, Y and X Netball is 

also in Monday and 8Z football is on Thursday. The only equipment you 

need is a pair of trainers or football boots. 

 

Sport Performer of the Week 

Year 7 – Michael Alcock was outstanding in table tennis this week and 

demonstrated an outstanding level of ability to improve his skills. 

Year 8 – Elisia Wardle and Katie Turner were the top performers in their 

class and demonstrated excellent table tennis skills. 

Year 9 – Ben Rudol, Kobe Bell, and Max Whitwam all performed to a high 

standard in table tennis lessons this week and played in some high quality 

competitive games against each other 

 

Request from the PE department 

The PE department would love to find out what fitness challenges or sports challenges the pupils of Mossley Hollins 

are taking part in outside of school during lockdown. We would like all pupils to send/email photos of them taking 

part in their exercises with information about their achievements to Mr Doodson or Mrs Dodd on 

a.doodson@mossleyhollins.com or v.dodd@mossleyhollins.com. Thank you to those pupils who have contacted the 

PE department already with information this is much appreciated. 

 

Job Vacancies 
 

Kickstart Scheme 

We have the following Kickstart roles available at Mossley Hollins High School – 

·        I.T. Assistant 

·        Pupil Attendance Assistant 

·        Sports Assistant 

·        Administration/Reprographics & COVID 19 Assistant 

  

Jobs from the Kickstart Scheme run for a period of 6 months.  They are open to 16-24 year olds, who are claiming 

Universal Credit and are at risk of long-term unemployment. 

 

Please contact your local work coach via the Job Centre and they will talk to you about the Kickstart Scheme and 

whether it’s right for you and will be able to provide further details on the above roles. 

 

Further information can also be found on our school website - www.mossleyhollins.com/vacancies  

We look forward to hearing from you. 

 

 

 

mailto:a.doodson@mossleyhollins.com
mailto:v.dodd@mossleyhollins.com
http://www.mossleyhollins.com/vacancies


 

Teaching Assistant (Numeracy+) 

Permanent 

30 hrs. per week (term time only) 

Salary – Grade E (Point 11 – 16) 

Actual Salary at Point 11 - £15,174 

Required – As soon as possible 

The Governors are seeking to appoint a Teaching Assistant to tutor students in Mathematics (in class or in small 

groups) and other lessons, to ensure they make accelerated and sustained progress and are able to access the full 

curriculum, joining a team in Learning Support and the Mathematics Faculty. 

 

Education to degree level in the relevant curriculum area would be an advantage but, not essential. 

 

The posts carry responsibility for planning, tutoring, marking and assessing the learning and progress of students. 

 

The successful candidate will be expected to provide some cover supervision for absent colleagues and to be trained 

as a school first aider.  In addition to this, you will be required to provide amanuensis support during busy exam 

periods and support your faculty area with ensuring pupil displays are current. 

 

Closing date for completed applications – Monday, 19th April 2021 – 12 noon 

Application forms and further details from the school website www.mossleyhollins.com/vacancies 

 

Vacancy at Droylsden Academy  

Cleaner 

Pay Scale: Grade A Point 1 – 2 (£9.49 – £9.68 per hour) 

Contract: Permanent, Full Year 

Hours: 12.5 hours per week 

Closing Date: 29th March 2021 

Interview Date: TBC 

Start Date: ASAP 

  

We are looking for a reliable, hardworking and dedicated Cleaner to join our team.As a Cleaner you will maintain a 

high standard of cleanliness around the Academy as well as ensuring the safety of the school environment.  

 

The shift pattern for this role is: 

Date Log in  Log Out Total Hours 

Monday 3:30 PM 6:00 PM 2:30 

Tuesday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

Wednesday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

Thursday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

Friday 2:30 PM 5:00 PM 2:30 

  

TOTAL  12:30 

 

Interested applicants should complete a Droylsden Academy Application Form and Equal Opportunities Application 

Form available on the school website at http://www.droylsdenacademy.com/work-at-droylsden-

academy/3527.html 

Completed applications should be returned to: hr@droylsdenacademy.com or Human Resources Department, 

Droylsden Academy, Manor Road, Droylsden, Manchester, M43 6QD. 

http://www.mossleyhollins.com/vacancies
http://www.droylsdenacademy.com/work-at-droylsden-academy/3527.html
http://www.droylsdenacademy.com/work-at-droylsden-academy/3527.html
mailto:%20hr@droylsdenacademy.com


 

Safeguarding Our Students Online 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


