
 

 

  Mossley Hollins High School 
Newsflash 17 

Friday 17th January 2020 
 

Message from Mr Marshall 

Parent and Student Survey  

I am pleased with the response so far from parents and students to our satisfaction survey, however I am keen to 

hear from as many parents and students as possible. As you know, this survey will inform our ongoing improvement 

work and allow us to focus our limited resources to provide the very best education that we can for our students. 

The survey results will allow the school to focus its improvement priorities in the most effective way. I want our 

young people not only to achieve well academically but also to thrive socially in a caring, inclusive and supportive 

environment where they can develop their individual characters in preparation for later life.  

 

The closing date for students to respond is Monday, 20th January, whilst the deadline for parents and carers is Friday, 

24th January. If you have not yet done so, please follow this link to take you to our survey: 

 Mossley Hollins Parent Survey 2020 

 

Thank you in advance for your help; we look forward to sharing news of the results of the survey and our plans to 

improve things for the benefit of our young people in due course.  

 

School Musical Production- Annie  

Students are in the final stages of preparation for their production of Annie on Tuesday, Wednesday and Thursday 

next week. Once again, the show promises to be a spectacular showcase of your children’s acting, singing and 

dancing talents. The ticket sales have gone extremely well but I am told there are still a very small number available. 

Do not be disappointed; contact the school office to reserve your tickets before they run out.  

I look forward to seeing many of you at the performances next week.  

 

Have a lovely weekend. 

Mr Marshall 

 

Visit from Adam Reid 
 

On Friday, we had the opportunity to meet with Adam Reid who was invited 

into school to officially open our new food technology classroom. Mr Reid is a 

top North West Chef and winner of the great British menu on BBC. He works as 

Head Chef at ‘The French’ in The Midland Hotel in Manchester. We were able 

to interview him, where he answered our questions regarding our brief for 

GCSE Food and Nutrition. Many of us are working on designing and making 

dishes from British Cuisine; we did a question and answer session, which 

enlightened us with his vast knowledge of the culinary industry.  

Topics we discussed were: locally sourced ingredients, nutritional profile of dishes, practical planning for our final 

examinations and adapting recipes for special dietary requirements.  

Written by: Beth Weilding, Mason Stuart, and Emily Nelson-Lee.  

https://forms.gle/uU4qfvJJBgRvxRgr6


 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Nightingale College – Year 11 Intervention   
 

Next week will be BLUE week for Year 11 intervention.  If you study more than one subject on an intervention 

afternoon, you should attend the subject in bold. 

 

Blue Week 

Before School Lunch After School 

  Design Technology 

Art 

(for students not in separate science) 

Religious Studies PE Food 

Computer Science 

Photography 

Spanish 

  Maths 

  English 

Media 

PE 

 

 

Music 

Drama  

Science 

14 weeks 

to go. 



 

 

Year 11 Pre-Public Examination (PPE) Timetable 
 

Year 11 students will complete their final round of Pre-Public Examinations (PPEs) at the end of this half-term. Please 

be aware that the examinations highlighted in yellow are real public examinations, which contribute to the student’s 

final BTEC grade. As these examinations are very important, the booster sessions (highlighted in blue) will provide an 

opportunity for students to prepare.  

We wish all students the very best of luck in this, their final round of Pre-Public Examinations before the real 

examinations.  

 

Life Skills 
 

The content for Life Skills in form time next week is: 

Year 7 – Romantic relationships 

Year 8 – A career in medicine 

Year 9 – Pressure to have sex 

Year 10 – The UK parliament 

Year 11 –Revision for options subjects  

 

If you have any enquiries about the Life Skills curriculum, please contact Mrs. 

Rebecca Harrison at r.harrison@mossleyhollins.com.   

For any enquiries regarding the Citizenship content (Year 10 only), please contact Ms. Louise Ricker at 

l.ricker@mossleyhollins.com 

Class of 2020 - Year 11 - PPE Timetable
PPE Timetable- Year 11 

Date P1 P2 Form P4 P5 P6 (an P7 on a Monday)

Monday, 27th January Photography

Thursday, 30th January Drama Practicals

Friday, 31st January

SLT Supervision

Statistics P1 (1 hr 30)   

Period 7 Booster for ICT BTEC                                     

Tuesday, 4th February

Further Maths P1 (1hr 30)   

Music appointments                                                                            

Thursday, 6th February
Booster for BTEC Health and Social

Friday, 7th February 

Music appointments        

Thursday, 13th February

Monday 24th February Art 

Spanish Listening and Reading (1hr 45/ 1hr 20)

Health and Social Care BTEC Examination Mathematics P2 (1hr 30)

Spanish Writing (1hr/ 1hr 15)

Physical Education (1hr 45)                               

Business Studies (1hr 45) 

BTEC ICT Examination

English Literature P1 (1 hr 45)                                                

Macbeth and Jekyll & Hyde

Photography 

Art 

Booster for BTEC ICT

Drama Practicals Drama Practicals

English Language P2 (1hr 45)

History P2  (1 hr 45)                                              

Elizabethan England and The Cold War 

Music appointments 

Physics P2 (1hr 10/ 1hr 45)

Monday, 3rd February
English Language P1 ( 1hr 45) Biology P1 (1 hr 10/ 1hr 45)

Mathematics P1 (1hr 30)

Media Studies P2 (1 hr 30)                                                      

Dance Theory (1 hr 30)                                                     

Computer Science P1 (1hr 30)

Wednesday, 5th February 

Statistics P2 (1 hr 30)

Monday, 10th February Geography (1hr 15)                                              Our 

Natural World

Mathematics P3 (1hr 30)

Religious Studies (2hrs) - Religious, 

Philosophical and Ethical Issues in the Modern 

World                                                                                                    

Computer Science P2 (1hr 30)

Wednesday, 12th February

Chemistry P2 (1hr 10/ 1hr 45)

Tuesday, 11th February

 Further Maths P2 (1hr 30)

Music Theory (1hr 30)                                             

Design and Technology (1hr 30)

mailto:r.harrison@mossleyhollins.com
mailto:l.ricker@mossleyhollins.com


 

 

Minecraft- What Parents Need to Know 



 

 

Our Multi-Academy Trust Planning & Consultation 
 

Mossley Hollins High School, Droylsden Academy (with which we are currently in a Soft Federation and have been in 

formal partnership together since 2015, for nearly five years), Hyde Community College and Alder Community High 

School have jointly submitted three application forms to the Department for Education and the Regional Schools’ 

Commission in December 2019: 

 

Application 1: for the three maintained schools to apply to become academies subject to a statutory consultation; 

Applications 2 & 3: for the schools to come together to form a brand new sponsored (by Tameside 

College/Clarendon VI Form, as Droylsden Academy is now) Multi-Academy Trust, to be named  

 The Tame River Educational Trust [TRET]. 

 

Our proposed launch-date is September 2020 should consultation make that possible.   There is a long way to go 

before then, not least a statutory consultation process with parents and staff (which will not begin until we hear 

back from the RSC and only if their response is positive) and due diligence.   We have not yet received any feedback 

on our applications but are aware that since three of the schools have buildings and facilities’ management that are 

part of Private Finance Initiatives (PFIs) there may well be significant complications.  We would need the support of 

the LA and the DfE.  It is by no means certain that we will be successful but it is important to keep all parents, staff, 

partners (such as the MCSP primary partners) & key stakeholders abreast of this milestone in our planned journey 

towards our preferred MAT.   The systematic and hugely significant removal of funding to Local Authorities since 

2010 (with no apparent prospect of it returning) and the associated significant loss of school improvement and 

support functions from the LAs through no fault of their own, has meant that – in England today – almost 75% of 

all secondary schools in the country are academies.    We intend to take control of the situation for our school and 

get the best out of forging a more formal and legal partnership with our 3 other partner secondary schools.   

Depending on the outcome from the Department for Education, we will soon began a formal statutory consultation 

process with parents and staff. 

 

We have an exciting vision for the potential of the MAT to bring a significant educational and cultural dividend to 

each school and each school community and have already undertaken significant planning work with the support of 

each school’s Governing Body, Headteacher, SLT, staff and from the sponsor itself.  We have a carefully selected 

shadow Trust Member Group and Trust Board ready to lead and to support each school’s Local Governing Body, 

should the MAT plans come to fruition.   The proposed MAT has a MAT implementation plan in operation to guide us 

towards the launch should consultation permit and we will write a MAT Schools’ Strategic Improvement Plan subject 

to final approval from the DfE, RSC, LA and a favourable outcome from the statutory consultation.  In essence, then, 

there’s much still to cover and on which to consult. 

 

At present, we have a clear vision document and outline model for what we are calling aligned autonomy (where we 

protect the separate identity and rich distinctiveness of each school at the heart of its community whilst 

collaborating on common themes and approaches, where appropriate) and schools’ improvement.  Our MAT will 

have four key purposes that will guide our joint working and be the measure of our success: 

 

The Tame River Educational Trust [TRET] 

Great schools in which to learn teach and belong 

 

In the Tame River Educational Trust [TRET] our family of community-based schools share the same four educational 

purposes, promoted and supported by each school and our Sponsor: 



 

 

 

Four Purposes- 

1 Our Trust will host a family of great community-based schools in which to learn, teach and belong. 

2 Our Trust will become known for imbuing in our learners positive character traits and enquiring 

minds and for the talent and professionalism of our staff. 

3 Through a cycle of creative self and peer improvement, any school with us for three years or more 

will be in the top 25% of similar schools nationally for the academic progress of its learners. 

4 Students in our Trust will receive a distinctive Trust-wide Community and Educational Dividend (in 

the arts, sport and sciences, where significant additional opportunities will be made available to 

them in one or more of these disciplines). 

 

We will present more information on our progress and work together as it becomes available.   We are determined 

that our MAT will be distinctive and special, protecting the autonomy and rich distinctiveness of each school and 

community in fundamental respects but aligning through our jointly constructed and fully agreed Scheme of 

Delegation on common practices in other key areas where this is seen as best practice.   Should the application and 

consultation prove successful, there will be a rich MAT offer for students in terms of learning, achievement, 

character, personal development and wider curricular opportunities and for our staff in a bespoke training and 

development programme from ITT to expert teacher and from teacher and support staff member to leader and 

manager. 

 

Those of you, like us, old enough to remember will recall that we went through a consultation process with parents 

and staff to become an academy back in 2012 as soon as we became aware of the situation facing Local Authorities.  

Despite a very positive response to the consultation from all parties, we were unable to proceed due to 

complications with the PFI contract.  Our plans this time involve four schools and we will consult again. 

 

We will keep you posted.  We would encourage you to chat to us about anything at all in relation to our plans, in the 

meantime, even before any statutory consultation with you begins. Should we be given approval to move to formal 

consultation we will share anything that is required by our students, staff, parents and partners.  Please watch this 

space… 

 

Kind regards, 

 

Mr Drew Duncan      Executive Headteacher, Mossley Hollins High School and Droylsden Academy     

Mr Stuart Marshall          Headteacher                                 

Mr John Denton               Chair of Governors 

 

STEM Success 
 

After winning through from the regional competition last July, the Mossley Hollins pair of Luke Mellor and Guy 

Melvin from Faraday College took part in the North West final of the STEM challenge. 

 

On Friday, 10th January, they visited the Computer Science faculty at Manchester University where they took part in 

an exciting day of workshops and presentations.  Firstly, they listened to a presentation from the head of the faculty 

about the research that they are doing there including writing and testing code to control the Mars rover vehicle for 

NASA and virtual reality work to help treat illnesses and disease. 

 



 

 

They participated in a lively discussion about the future of artificial intelligence and how the university are working 

with biologists and psychologists to see if computers can develop feelings, emotions and empathy with humans! 

 

Next came the competition and the boys had to programme a robot to use its sensors to navigate around a maze 

completing tasks as it went.  Luke and Guy showed great teamwork skills and resilience to become only the third 

team in 7 years to get their robot around the maze! 

 

The final part of the day saw them give a presentation covering what they felt they had learned during the day and 

where they thought the future of computing lies.  Luke and Guy performed extremely well throughout the day and 

were awarded second prize overall, beating teams from all over the north of the country.  The pupils received their 

award from the Lord Mayor of Manchester.  Well done!  

 

Scholars Club Update 
 

Our Year 10 cohort have now finished the tutorials with their university PhD researcher Ibrahim and they have 

successfully submitted their 2000 word study of auto-immune diseases.  After attending the launch event at 

Manchester University they attended six small group tutorials study, which were pitched at a very high level, after 

one session Ibrahim commented that the discussions they have, would not be out of place in a University lecture 

theatre!  The pupils are now waiting with baited breath to see if they have successfully graduated from the course 

and will find out their grades on January 28th.  Good luck!  Here are the thoughts of two of the pupils Ewan and 

Hannah. 

 

Ewan 

The Scholars Programme is an extracurricular programme organised by The Brilliant Club (a UK non-profit 

organisation). I was one of twelve Year 10 students selected after submitting application forms (it was like applying 

for a job!). We have been having tutorials separately (in two groups of six) about once a week, along with a weekly 

homework project, in order to prepare for our final assignment: an up-to-2000-word essay on an autoimmune 

disease of our choice – now completed (phew!).  

Our diligent tutor, Ibrahim, taught us everything we needed to know in order to complete our essays successfully, and 

we are all now awaiting our results with anticipation. In my opinion, the highlight of the programme so far has been 

the trip we took to Manchester University, which was an incredibly enlightening experience, and provided a unique 

insight into part of the life of a university student. I had always planned ongoing to university anyway, but this 

experience has strengthened that desire. 



 

 

Overall, this has probably been one of the most challenging things that I’ve done in quite a while, especially given the 

requirement for specialist subject knowledge, but nevertheless, I’ve thoroughly enjoyed and appreciated being a part 

of it. 

 

Hannah 

This year we have been given a fantastic opportunity to have a small taste of what it would be like to go to university. 

We started with a visit to Manchester University where we were divided into six groups. We enjoyed classes where 

we were introduced to our tutor and provided with tips on how to write about our topic for the next few months: 

diseases and the immune system. It then followed with visits at school in small groups, leading on to one-to-one 

tutorials, covering high-level topics and further support. This led to us being able to create a 2000 word essay as our 

final assignment. There was also online support from both our tutor and our peers so we were not alone in finding 

out anything we needed to know.  

I have found this experience invaluable, as it gave me knowledge on concepts of high-level topics, and allowed me to 

learn more surrounding biology and diseases. Some of the studies we focused on were autoimmune diseases, gene 

therapy, gene editing, immune tolerance and much more. I did find it challenging at times, but I now feel I know more 

of what university entails and feel encouraged to explore opportunities available to me. I would recommend this to 

anyone. 

 

Scientist of the Week 

 

Filmosophy 
 

Our next film for discussion in Filmosophy Club will be Disney’s Coco. 

Coco is an animated film, which follows the story of Miguel, a young boy 

in Mexico who stumbles into the Land of the Dead when trying to 

confront his family’s ban on music. The film examines key philosophical 

themes such as, life after death, the soul and the nature and significance 

of family. All students are welcome to attend Filmosophy and can collect 

a lunch pass from Mrs Harrison in the Humanities faculty. Filmosophy 

runs every Wednesday from 1.30pm in room 2:06. 

 



 

 

Nightingale College – MFL visit to the University of Manchester 
 

Last Friday, twenty Year 8 French students participated in a Languages Day at the University of Manchester. During 

the event, the students created a short role-play in their modern foreign language, which they performed with props 

and this was filmed by the University. The students also had a mini-taster session of Japanese and they were able to 

speak to university students about what their course and university life is like. The students had a fantastic day and 

were a credit to Mossley Hollins High School. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

GCSE Artists visit Clarendon Sixth Form College 
 

During their recent visit to Clarendon Sixth Form College, Year 11 photography students were able to work in a 

professional photographic studio and develop their Photographs. Working alongside Professional Photographers. 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Curtain Up for Annie 
 

There is much anticipation ahead of the three 
performances next week. The cast were delighted last 
week to showcase the performance to our partner 
primary schools. The feedback from Micklehurst All 
Saints was overwhelmingly positive with comments 
about the set and the story. 
 
 One primary student commented -'I liked how they told 
the story because it was different to the film'. The cast 
also received praise from one student who said; ‘I liked how they had learned all the dances and they were really 
good.'  
 
The class teacher of Year 3 said, 'they loved all the singing, the character Annie was a great singer, they had good 

singing voices, it was funny when Miss Hanigan was dancing and I liked how it was a happy ending.’ 

Another teacher commented: 'My class absolutely loved watching Annie on Thursday morning. They were in awe 

throughout and were engaged. The singing, acting, dancing and props were brilliant! Well done to everyone 

involved.' 

 

Date Time Focus Room 

Tues 21st Jan 6-9pm Opening night! Arts Theatre 

Wed 22nd Jan 6-9pm Second Performance Arts Theatre 

Thurs 23rd Jan 6-9pm Closing night! Arts Theatre 

 

 



 

 

Arts and Sports News 
 

Match Report 
 
Year 10 Basketball 

On Wednesday night, the Year 10 Basketball team played in their first tournament of the season at Alder Community 

College. The boys worked extremely hard in every game and their effort and resilience was positive on the evening 

despite the disappointing results.  

Well done to Seth Chilton, Alex Polyzois, Alex Wilde, Freddie Hughes, Yogesh Patel, Myles Smith and Joshua Pycroft. 

 

Year 8 Table Tennis 

On Tuesday night, the Year 8 table tennis team played in the first tournament of the season against eight other 

schools. The boys played in a number of singles and doubles matches. The stand out performances were the 

victories against St Thomas More, Droylsden Academy and Astley. The outstanding performer on the night was 

Owen Lomax who performed excellently in his singles and doubles games to win the majority of his games.  

Congratulations and well done to Jacob Burns, Jacob Tohill, Charlie Bingley, Daniel Jones, Sean Smith and Owen 

Lomax. 

 

Year 7 Futsal 

On Thursday night, the Year 7 Futsal team took part in the first competition of the season. They played three games 

on the night against Great Academy Ashton, Laurus Rycroft and Copley. They won their first and last games with two 

outstanding performances. In the first game, they put in an outstanding attacking display and won the game 5-0 with 

goals from Leo Moreland and Finn Jones and a hat trick from Luke Bent. In the final game, they put in an outstanding 

defensive performance and won the game 2-1 with goals from Leo Moreland and Finn Jones. 

Congratulations and well done to the five boys involved: Finlay Blenkinsop, Finn Jones, Luke Bent, Leo Moreland and 

Charlie Mayall.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

Dates for your Diary 

Tuesday, 21st - Thursday 23rd January - School Production – Annie 

Thursday 30th January- Year 9 Parents’ Evening 

Thursday, 6th February- Character Evening – 6pm  

Friday, 31st January- Thursday, 13th February- Year 11 Pre- Public Examinations 

Friday, 14th February- Year 10 Life Skills Day 

Friday, 14th February- Break up for Half Term 

Monday, 24th February- Students return to school 

Homework Clubs  

To ensure students are able to complete their homework with support from a specialist teacher, we offer homework 

clubs during the following lunchtime each week… 

Monday - Science 3:07 

Tuesday - Humanities in 2:04 

Wednesday - English/ MFL in 2.08 

Thursday - Maths in 3:04 and Technology in 4:06 

Friday - Arts and Sports in G:01 



 

 

Ever Thought About A Career In Teaching? 
 
Ever thought about a career in Teaching? 

If so, why not ‘Train to Teach’ with us here at Mossley Hollins High School through 

School Direct in partnership with the everyonelearning@ Teaching School Alliance 

and the University of Cumbria. 

We are currently recruiting for Biology, Chemistry, Physics, English, Geography, History, Maths and MFL. 

School Direct allows schools to request training places directly, select the ITE (Initial Teacher Education) provider of 

teacher training they want to work with and agree the content and focus of the training. 

Bursaries are available! 

For further information please contact d.webster@mossleyhollins.com 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options 

 

 

https://getintoteaching.education.gov.uk/explore-my-options

